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CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Rocky Hill Congregational Church United 
Church of Christ is called for Sunday, June 20, 2021 immediately following 
Worship in the Sanctuary and via Zoom link; for the following items of business: 
 
1) To receive and act upon the 2020 reports of Officers, Ministries, Ministry Teams, and Committees.  

 
2) To vote on any changes to the report of the Nominating Committee. 

 
3) To recognize and affirm any new nominations by the Nominating Committee, made since the 

Budget and Elections meeting. 

 
4) To conduct any additional business to come before the congregation. 

 
5) To remember and reflect on those members and friends of the church who have entered the 

Church Eternal from May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Hilaire Leavitt, Clerk 

 

 

 

  

The  
Church Mouse 

mailto:Jhagen@rhccucc.org
mailto:office@rhccucc.org
http://www.rockyhillucc.org/
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June 2021 Church Mouse 
From Where I Sit 
 This is a very exciting and busy time to be a part of RHCC and a citizen of CT and the 

USA, don’t you think? There are important bills moving through the CT Legislature right 

now as I write this in the last week of May, which represent years and years of work by our 

partners at the Center for Leadership and Justice in Hartford (CLJ). Currently, the most 

important is the “clean slate” bill that will help expunge the criminal records of people who 

have served their sentences and deserve to have a chance to move forward in life without the 

limits of a record.  

 As part of this work, CLJ’s organizing arm, the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action 

Alliance (GHIAA), is completing its next cohort of congregations (Jewish, Christian and 

Muslim) who are training in racial justice and community organizing, and the RHCC team is 

about to complete their course in June! Way to go!  Please watch for the ways in which our 

team – which includes yours truly, your pastor – will be moving back into congregational 

life for learning and organizing for real change that dismantle racism. Please pray for us as 

we continue to form an action team. 

 There are also amazing things going on in our UCC conference, with new staffers and 

new structures, such as the Center for Transformational Leadership, a resource that will offer 

a range of support for local congregations and leaders! More info is offered at:  

https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/new-center-for-transformational-leadership-

launches-15223669  

and a fun, summary video at: https://vimeo.com/537879574  

 Our own process of slowly re-opening our building for worship is continuing and on 

the first Sunday of June, as you’ll read in this newsletter, a fantastic celebration will be 

offered in order to dedicate the new Little Library on the Old Main Street side of our 

building, will be held. Please plan to attend as we share in the work of helping to tell the 

stories of brown and black people whose writings and illustrations will be featured in our 

collection. 

 I could go on and on in this “re-entry” period we find ourselves in as the experience of 

the pandemic in this country is changing… but it’s not over yet and vigilance and continuing 

vaccinations are needed. There are two things I’d like to introduce the upcoming months: 

https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/new-center-for-transformational-leadership-launches-15223669
https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/new-center-for-transformational-leadership-launches-15223669
https://vimeo.com/537879574
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From Where I Sit 
 

The first is a worship series we plan to share, called “I ‘ve been meaning to ask…”  Using 

both our outdoor worship setting and Chapin Hall with air conditioning - once we can 

update the audiovisual capacities there - we plan to embark on a series of creative worship 

experiences that offer chances for conversation using four major questions – you won’t want 

to miss this chance to get to know your church friends in deeper ways as we establish new 

forms of communication. The first question: “I’ve been meaning to ask… where are you 

from?”  

 The second is a new venture I’m calling “Traveling Together.” Each week, I will offer 

either an on-line or in-person segment of time, for anyone who’s interested in “dropping in” 

for conversation and reflection. I will move the date and time slot about, so that it’s available 

to as many of you as possible.  Each session will have an over-arching theme with a question 

or a short quote or prayer for starters; the main thing is I want to hear from you and 

continue to get to know the congregation as we have the chance to get back together again!  

No preparation needed, come as you can… 

• The first TWO sessions will be launched on 1) June 3rd, Thursday, from 2:30 to 3:30pm, 

using the ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6825502414  Meeting ID is: 682 550 2414  

if you need this as well.  

• The second meeting 2) will be held AT THE CHURCH on June 9th from 4:30pm to 5:45 pm. 

Topic and leading thought for each meet-up to be published soon – stay tuned for more but 

do save the date/time; you’re welcome to “drop by” or to join for the whole session. Let’s 

start Traveling Together -  I’ll be there for sure!  

 

To God’s glory – with joy, 

Pastor Nada 

 

P.S. June is PRIDE month and our Open and Affirming commitment means a celebration is 

definitely a must… Keep a look out – rainbows to follow!  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6825502414


 4 

 

Refreshments Will Be Served 

 
A generous person will prosper; 

whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 

Proverbs 11:25 

 

Our church body is blessed and refreshed by the faithful service of many generous individuals. 

Hosting conversations, making phone calls, packing hygiene kits, cooking meals, organizing 

events – whenever one of us gives to the body of Christ, we all benefit. 

 

Now is the time for some to be refreshed themselves and step out of their formal roles, while 

others step in.  

 

Our annual Budget and Elections Meeting was held May 2. During combined in person / virtual 

meeting we voted on a slate of officers, core ministry and elected committee members, as well 

as a 2021-22 budget. Our annual meeting will be held on (June 20). We encourage everyone to 

read the many reports of all that happened in our church family this past year, and we invite 

you to join us.  

 

We are grateful to those who are stepping into new roles on our council, ministry teams and 

committees, and our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who has served our church family in 

a formal role during these uncertain times. 

 

We offer special thanks to Hilaire Leavitt who served as Church Clerk for the past two years, 

, documenting meetings, and we offer our gratitude to Georgette Huie as she retires from 

serving as Minister for Children and Youth. Her faithful service to children of all ages has 

ranged from coordinating Sunday School and confirmation classes to Bingo nights, all church 

rock/paper/scissors, and teaching us to pass the peace in American Sign Language.  

 

To those who give of their time, talent and treasure every week, we pray for your continued 

refreshment.  

 

If you are curious about supporting your church family, take a look through the pages of this 

month’s Church Mouse, reach out to myself or contact Theresa in the church office.  We would 

love to have your help in serving refreshment.  

 

With refreshed gratitude, 

Doretta H. Andonucci 

 

  



 5 

 

June 2021 Worship Ministry  
 

Hello Everyone. We hope everyone enjoyed our Easter time services as well as our renewed in-

person services.  It has been far too long since we have been able to worship together safely.  I am 

thankful for our seemingly successful vaccine rollout as well as our ability to combine an in-person 

and online service.  A small, dedicated group of people worked over the past several months to 

make that service a reality.  I would like to personally thank Dave Hall, Steve Smith and Dave 

Sageman for their expertise and support in making the combined in-person and Zoom services a 

reality. 

 

As we look ahead to June and beyond, we are discussion service changes, including moving our 

services to a cooler location for the summer.  Additional work is needed before that can happen – 

we will keep everyone updated as that plan comes together. 

 

Additionally, Pastor Nada will start a new series later in June centered around a theme of “I’ve 

been meaning to ask …”  These services will include a variety of scripture readings and sermons 

that are intended “[to help] us disrupt assumptions, cultivate curiosity, foster listening, and God 

willing, find deeper connections to one another.”  I look forward to seeing you all (in person or 

virtually) at one of our upcoming services. 

 

Finally, here is our current service and events schedule for June: 

• June 6th:  Sanctuary Service with Zoom (including Communion). 

• June 13th:  Children’s Sunday / Baccalaureate Sunday – 10:00 AM outdoor/non-Zoom 

service.  In case of rain, we will have a Zoom-only service later in the day (actual time is 

TBD). 

• June 20th:  Sanctuary Service with Zoom:  Great-Grandfather’s celebration, followed by 

 our Annual Meeting. 

• June 27th:  Sanctuary Service with Zoom. 

 

 

Michael Andonucci 

michael.andonucci@gmail.com 

860.670.5940 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The worship ministry is looking for 

people to join the new AV team to assist 

with the technological needs of bringing 

online services in unison with in person 

services. No experience necessary! 

Contact Michael Andonucci if interested. 

 

mailto:michael.andonucci@gmail.com
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Faith Formation News 
 

Dates to make note of: 

 

Sunday, June 13 – Children’s Sunday: outdoor, in-person worship – Persephone 

Blaise and Grace Hoffman will be receiving Bibles! Recognition of graduates! 

Luncheon afterwards! 

 

Tuesday, June 15 – 6:30pm to 8pm – Zoom BINGO with prizes and Breakout Rooms! 

 

This is the last article I will be writing for the church newsletter, as I am retiring on June 30. So 

what is there to say, but “Thank You!” Because of you, I was able to earn my Doctor of Ministry 

degree at Hartford Seminary. Much of my project was based on things we did together over the 

past three years. In the Acknowledgments, I wrote this:  

 

     “I am deeply grateful to the Rocky Hill Congregational Church (RHCC) Confirmation Class 

of 2020, your families and adult mentors. Thank you for your enthusiastic embrace of the process, 

for the sharing of your inmost thoughts and feelings, for being present each week in a way which 

helped us all get through the difficult initial time of COVID-19 sheltering. Thank you for your 

support of this project: for allowing me to print your faith statements and ads, and to include your 

feedback and evaluation of the class. 

     I am grateful also to church leaders and members who indulged my inquiries about the sense 

of community at RHCC, and for those who gave of their time to be interviewed. Thank you for 

the scholarship which helped pay for books and materials. Thank you for allowing me to organize 

the all-church ‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’ activity and for participating in this and other never-tried-

before fun and meaningful experiments.” 

 

I will be sending a bound copy of my project to the church for your library and also leaving a 

digital copy of the class-by-class description of what we did for Confirmation 2020. Since I believe 

in a smooth transition of power      , I will be working closely with Candy Smith and the Faith 

Formation Ministry Team to help them prepare for the days ahead. I hope you all will be at the 

ready to help them as well.      
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Faith Formation News 

 

 
In my project, I write about the hopeful things that are happening at RHCC 

regarding faith formation and community-building. I also suggest that all churches, 

not just RHCC, try to see the whole of their activities as an educational endeavor 

– to constantly ask, for example, if someone experiencing the church’s worship, fellowship, faith 

formation, outreach, and administration would get a feel or an insight into the church’s vision or 

mission. Parents know that children learn more about interrelationships by watching and observing 

than by sit-down, formal classes. What lessons are the children, and for that matter, the larger 

community, learning by observing how we worship, study, and otherwise interact with one 

another? If a church can be more mindful of its role as informal educator, I think it will have a 

better chance at growing and sustaining its mission and ministry. Among other talents, RHCC 

actually has a number of trained educators who are members. Perhaps their perspectives can be 

brought to bear, not just through formal classes but through thinking of the church as an 

educational endeavor. In the words of educator Maria Harris, “The church doesn’t have a 

curriculum, it is a curriculum.”  

 

I am grateful for having had the chance to ply my trade here at RHCC. I am grateful to leave with 

so many wonderful memories, and…recipes! I am sad to think that just as I was getting to know 

some of your personal stories, and now that I finally know where all the light switches are, it’s 

time to leave. I’m disappointed that we were not able to hold an in-person euchre tournament (ask 

Ruth Fitzgerald what that is), and I still don’t know what lies behind the locked door of Room F 

(upstairs, outside of the Attic). But I leave, feeling that God is still calling and empowering you 

forth to be witnesses to and bearers of God’s love – you have much to contribute! I pray that as 

you do carry forth, you will find strength in being together, in the kind of fellowship, community, 

and love that God’s Spirit provides. 

 

Georgette Huie 
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

 

 

Hannah Fuller is graduating from Rocky Hill High School and 

going to Boston College in the fall to study economics and 

environmental science. She will be a counselor this summer at 

Camp Eagle Wing in Maine. 

 

 
 

Georgette Huie received her Doctor of Ministry  

Diploma  from Hartford Seminary in May.    

 

 

 

Molly Morgan will be graduating from Rocky Hill High School in June and will be attending  

UCONN in the fall and studying secondary education.   

 

Ben Rolfe will be graduating from Rocky Hill High School and attending Central Connecticut 

State University in the fall.  

 

Will Rolfe will be graduating from Rocky Hill High School and attending Central Connecticut  

State University in the fall.  

 

 

 

Grace Triblets is graduating from Rocky Hill High School in June and 

will be attending UMASS Amherst, where she received the Chancellor’s 

Award. She is majoring in Legal Studies.  
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ROCKY HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ Racial Justice Steering Committee presents: 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut 
 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY DEDICATION & CELEBRATION! 
 

Sunday, June 6 at 11:00 a.m.  
(Immediately following our 10:00 a.m. in-person worship service) 

 

The focus of the books in our library will be on social and racial justice with a 

selection of books, including fiction and non-fiction, for pre-school/elementary-

aged children through adults.  This Library box along with a bench and some 

plantings will be placed outside the church on the Old Main Street eastern side.  

(the bench will be donated by the RH rotary club in memory of Neal Cox).    

 

 

 

Exuberant and talented Andre Keitt will provide a special story-

telling for kids and adults alike.   Storytelling for over two decades, 

Andre Keitt spins tales from a list of over thirty story programs he 

created from his love of reading about Africans, African Americans.  

 

For those not familiar with the Little Free Library, it a free lending library where 

people are encouraged to take a book and replace a book for others to enjoy.  

The focus of the books in our library will be on social and racial justice with a 

selection of books, including fiction and non-fiction, for pre-school/elementary-

aged children through adults.   

 

 

We are excited to be able to implement this project and thank all of you who have supported us by 

contributing to this via our virtual offering plate in February.  As always, we thank you for your 

participation in our second hours and for your support.  -Bill & Heather Collins, Deb Copes, Gael 

Curtin, Chris Kainamura, Liz Pulling, Steve Smith, Val Triblets, Nancy Wilcock 
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Outreach & Witness Core Ministry 

Join us in the Rocky Hill food pantry garden! 

 

A few volunteers from our congregation helped plant our town's food pantry garden 

recently. The fresh produce helps to supplement the food received by those in need  

in our community.  We invite you to join us to help maintain the garden. 

 

You are welcome to help out one time or multiple times throughout the season to  

weed and water.  The days and times are flexible to your schedule.   

Contact Heather Collins, if you are interested at: heathercollins2004@gmail.com 

 

 

  

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time, talent and/or treasure toward 

the hygiene kits for Church World Service.  We assembled 112 hygiene kits in 

total!  They are shipped throughout the U.S. and worldwide to provide relief and 

comfort for those affected by famine, natural disasters and epidemics as well as 

to welcome refugees and asylum seekers. The kits will be ready for shipment by 

CWS when and where the need is the greatest. 

 

mailto:heathercollins2004@gmail.com
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June Scrip Schedule 

Since the start of the pandemic-driven shutdown of the church building, I’ve been delivering 

scrip every two weeks for drive-by pickup behind the church. If you have email access, you 

will continue to receive regular updates in advance of each delivery date. (Let me know if 

you are not receiving these.)  If you do not have access to email, then you should call me at 

860-561-0182 when you need scrip so that I can prepackage your order and confirm the next 

delivery date. All pickup orders must be communicated to me in advance of the delivery 

date. Payments can be made online, or by check when you pick up your order. 

 

Here is the tentative schedule of June scrip delivery dates: 

Saturday, June 5, 1:00-1:15pm 

Saturday, June 19, 1:00-1:15pm 

 

Now that we are beginning to reopen for Sunday morning worship in the sanctuary, scrip 

may also be available for sale after some of those services – but probably not every week. 

Availability will be announced each week in the weekly RHCC news email. 

 

Many retailers also offer e-cards that can be ordered and delivered at any time via email. (An 

e-card is simply a gift card that can be emailed to you, which you can then print on paper if 

needed.) Many of you are already taking advantage of these. Unfortunately, e-cards are 

generally not available for groceries. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have continued to faithfully buy scrip during the pandemic. For the 

fiscal year just ended, we earned over $18,600 from the scrip program.  That’s almost 10% 

higher than the previous year. Quite a feat! 

 

Dave Hall, Treasurer 
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RHCC YOUTH GROUP ~ RAIN BARREL SALE 

Help the planet; help the church youth! 

 

RHCC’s youth are raising funds for a future mission trip in a unique and 

environmentally-friendly way: by selling and installing rain barrels! 

For just $95, we will deliver and install a 55-gallon rain barrel at your 

home. The barrels themselves have been recycled: they come from the 

food industry and have been used once and only once. They have never 

contained chemicals. The $95 includes everything: materials, labor, and 

transportation. All barrels are once-used 55-gallon, tight-head (closed-top) poly drums, made 

from high quality, food-grade, UV-resistant HDPE plastic.  To order, or to request more 

information, contact office@rhccucc.org 

 

 

 

On Children’s Sunday, June 13, Faith Formation will hold a reception for Georgette after 

our outdoor in-person worship service.  We hope you can be there! Georgette has been a 

blessing to our congregation, especially during this past year when she was very creative in 

maintaining contact with our children and youth and their families. If you have any questions 

please contact Candy Smith, 860-563-4598, candacesmith91@gmail.com 

  

 

 

Don’t miss our BINGO night on Tuesday, June 15 from 6:30pm to 8pm! Cards can be 

picked up during the next Scrip day (June 5) or at in-person worship (June 13) or through 

email (contact Georgette). 

 

 

  

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
mailto:candacesmith91@gmail.com
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Summary of the 2nd Annual Meeting of the  

Southern New England UCC (“SNE UCC”) Conference  

by Jackie Little, a delegate from RHCC UCC 

 

The second annual meeting of the SNE UCC Conference was held virtually on Saturday, 

May 8, 2021, via the WHOVA platform.  This platform was used because transitioning to 

and from breakout sessions and the plenary was easier than with ZOOM.  Training 

sessions using the WHOVA platform were offered during the week before the Meeting.   

 

The theme of the Meeting was “And It Came to Pass…,” and the segments of the Meeting 

were “Rebirth,” “Repair,” “Restore,” “Redeem,” and “Rejoice!.”   

 

Over 450 voting people attended the Meeting.  The nominations passed, and the General 

Synod Resolution calling for the Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers to be 

recognized as a formal group by the UCC was endorsed.     

 

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Darrell Goodwin, our Executive Conference 

Minister; Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer, our Conference President; the Rev. Dr. Audrey 

Price; Rev. Eric Elleye; Rev. James D. Ross II; Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer; Rev. Sara 

Smith, Esq.; and the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer.   

 

Virtual choirs presented songs including “Stir My Soul” and “Love Wins.”   

 

Various parts of the service are available for use in member churches’ upcoming services 

for Pentecost and the Pentecost season at:  https://www.sneucc.org/pentecost2021 

 

More details of the Meeting are available at:   

https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/2nd-annual-meeting-15237799 

 

  

https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/2nd-annual-meeting-15237799
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1 Harry Schmidt   

1 Zachary Rupaka   

2 Eric Jokl    

4 Alexander Gau    

6 John Van Epps   

7 Linda Marchand   

8 Thomas Kainamura  

9 Samuel Dean-Lee  

9 Julia O’Connor   

11 John Goff III   

 

   

   June Anniversaries 
 

Michael and Doretta Andonucci 
David and Nadine Bell 
Bill and Jennifer Cordes 
Raymond and Donna Gagnon 
John and Karen Hoffman 
Don and Polly Pagnucco 
John and Marilyn Van Doran 

 
 

  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

15 Bob Carberry  

20 Elaine Motta  

21 Glenn Hunter 

21 Jack Pawlich 

22 Gail Hall 

22 MaryAnn Libera 

24 Douglas Toft 

26 Nancy Robbins 

26 Douglas Sudell 

28 Matthew Flynn 

28 Lynn Webster 

29 Jaye Veley 
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The second is a new venture I’m calling “Traveling Together.” Each week, I will offer either an on-line or  

 

“Traveling Together” with Pastor Nada – a time for conversation and reflection 

Rev Nada will offer a new venture called “Traveling Together.” Each week, she will offer an on-line or in-

person segment of time, for anyone who’s interested in “dropping in” for conversation and reflection. 

The first TWO sessions will be launched on  

1) June 3rd, Thursday, from 2:30 to 3:30pm, using the ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6825502414 

2) June 9th, Wednesday AT THE CHURCH from 4:30pm to 5:45 pm. 

 
  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
 

Our WORSHIP service is  

held every Sunday at 10am. 
 

 

Types of services: 

-Outdoor (no zoom) 

-Sanctuary w/zoom 

-Zoom only 

1 

 

 
  

2 
 

 
 

  

 

6  Communion Sunday 

10:00am Worship in 

Sanctuary w/zoom 

11:00am Library Dedication 

 

 7 

 

 

 8 

 

 

 

 9 
“Traveling Together” with 

Pastor Nada – a time for 

conversation and reflection 

AT THE CHURCH  

4:30pm to 5:45 pm. 

13   Children’s Sunday 

10:00am Outdoor Worship 

11:00am Faith Formation 

Reception for Georgette 

 14    

 

 

15     Zoom BINGO 
6:30pm to 8pm with 

prizes and Breakout 

Rooms! 

 

 16  
    

  

 

 

 

20   Father’s Day 

10:00am Worship in 

Sanctuary w/zoom 

Great Grandfathers recognition 

11:00am - Annual Meeting in 

Sanctuary w/zoom 

 21    
     

Office Closed this week 
→ 

 

 

 22 
 

Office Closed this week 
→ 

 

 23 
 

 

 
 

27 
10:00am Worship in 

Sanctuary w/zoom 

 

 28 

 

 

 29 

 

 

 
 

 30 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6825502414
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CHILDREN’S  

SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LITTLE FREE LIBRARY DEDICATION & CELEBRATION! 
Sunday, June 6 at 11:00 a.m.  
(Immediately following our 10:00 a.m. in-person worship service) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
“Traveling Together” with 
Pastor Nada – a time for 
conversation and reflection. 
2:30 to 3:30pm via ZOOM 

 

4 
 

5 
SCRIP pick-up 

1:00-1:15pm 
 

 

10 
 

 
 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

12 

 

 
 

17 

 

 

 

18    
 

July/August Newsletter 

Deadline 

 
 

 

19 
SCRIP pick-up 
1:00-1:15pm 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
 

26 

 

202 1  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Worship 

Communion 1st Sunday 

10:00 a.m.  
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ROCKY HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill CT 06067 

Telephone # 860 529-4167 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME VALUE MAIL 

Mailed May 26, 2021 

 

 

 
Jesus didn’t turn people away.  Neither do we. 

The United Church of Christ: 

No matter who you are, 

Or where you are on life’s journey… 

You’re welcome here. 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We will celebrate our Fathers, Grandfathers and our Great-Grandfathers 

during our online worship service on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 20.  

  

If your name is not listed below or if you have recently became a new 

great-grandfather, please contact the church office at 860-529-4167 and we will add 

your name to our list: 

 

Tom Boccaccio David Dean   Ralph Lexa  

  

John Sword Frank Vann  Mark Walworth 

 
Happy Father’s Day! 
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