
Rocky Hill Congregational Church  
welcomes you to our annual  

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
(Presented virtually on December 6th, 2020 at 4:00 p.m.) 

 

 
 

This special Christmas service is held by Christians around the world, in many and varied 
settings.  In small churches and in great cathedrals, people gather to celebrate the story of 
Christ’s coming, in word and music. 

 
The original service was held in 1880, in a small wooden church in Truro, England.  Bishop 
E. W. Benson, who later became Archbishop of Canterbury, wanted a small service for 
Christmas Eve.  His son reported, “My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for 
Christmas Eve – nine lessons and nine tiny carols, which were read by the various officers of 
the church, beginning with a chorister and ending with the Bishop.”  In the early 20th century, 
the Dean of King’s College in England adapted the service to an order close to what we use 
today, while keeping traditional elements, such as the customary singing of “Once in Royal 
David’s City” as the opening carol.  Through the years, and in various settings, the music and 
the prayers may change, but the spirit remains the same. 
 
The service that we share with you this afternoon reflects our desire to include the entire 
congregation in the telling of this beautiful story…our readers and musicians are young and 
old, new members and long-time members, clergy and representatives of the various ministry 
areas of our church.  We hope that the words and music you hear will touch you, remind you 
of what we celebrate in this season, and deepen your experience of Christmas. 

  



Welcome to 
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 
 
 

 
Preludes     
Carol of the Bells   Ukrainian Carol, arr. Mark Schweizer  

Bell Choir 
 
Gesu Bambino     Pietro Yon, arr. Dave Hall 

Instrumental Quintet: Katie Hoffman-Fulda, flute; 
Jilllian Maynard, flute; Gail Hall, clarinet;  
Melody Hall, cello; Dave Hall, cello 

 
Welcome    Mary DeLibero, Minister of Music 
 
Bidding Prayer  Rev. Nada Sellers, RHCC Pastor 

 

Beloved in Christ, this day it is our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 
the message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
has come to pass, and the Babe, lying in the manger. Therefore, let us hear again from Holy 
Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days until the glorious 
redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let us make this house of prayer glad with our 
carols of praise.  

But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus’ heart, let us pray to him for the 
needs of the whole world, and all his people; for peace upon the earth he came to save, for 
love and unity within the one Church he did build; for goodwill among all peoples. And 
particularly at this time, let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the 
sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all 
who know not our Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of 
love.  

Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a 
greater light, that multitude who no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forever more are one. These prayers and praises let us 
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words that Christ himself has taught us.   



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.   Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
May the almighty God bless us with divine grace, may Christ give us the joy of everlasting life, 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above, may the Spirit of Love bring us all. Amen. 

 
Carol  
Once in Royal David’s City 

The Choirs and Congregation,  
Liz and Charlotte Reed-Swale, soloists 
(see music on following page) 

 

 

Invitatory Carol 
On Christmas Night    arr. Vaughan Williams 

Children and Adult Choirs 
On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
To hear the news the Angels bring. 
News of great joy, news of great mirth. 
News of our merciful King’s birth. 
 
When sin departs before thy grace, 
Then life and health come in its place 
Angels and men with joy may sing, 
All for to see the newborn King. 
 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing tonight. 
Glory to God and peace to men. 
Now and for evermore. Amen.  



Once in Royal David’s City 

 

  



 
The First Lesson  Genesis 3:8-15  

God tells Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise  
the serpent’s head.            reader: Stephanie Heneghan 
 

The Apple Tree      Mark Schweizer 
Choir, with Victoria Bower, soprano 

 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree, 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
 
For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree, 
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive, 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree, 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
  

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree, 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 
I’m weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 



 
 

The Second Lesson   Isaiah 9:2-7 
The Prophet foretells the coming of a Savior  reader: Cheryl Hummel 

 
I Wonder as I Wander      Appalachian Carol, arr. Richard Shephard 

Choir with Liz Reed-Swale, soprano;   
Dave Hall, Tenor 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 
For poor orn’ry people like you and like I... 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 
When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall, 
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall, 
And the promise of ages it then did recall. 
 
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 
Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing, 
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
The Third Lesson      Isaiah 40:1-8 

The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile   reader: Barry Wilcock
  

All Earth is Hopeful      David Cherwin 
      Choir,  
 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
This, the labor of people who struggle to see 
How God's truth and justice set everybody free. 
 
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
She conceived him "God with us," our brother, whose birth 
Restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
New highways opened new protocols declared.  
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
 
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live in our world; 
He is present, in neighbors we see our Jesus is with us, 
And ever sets us free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
The Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-6 

A vision of the peaceable kingdom      reader: Marge Murk 
 

Congregation and Choir; Doretta and Michael Andonucci, Nancy, Ben, and Will Rolfe, Bells 
 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
  



 
The Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 

The Angel Gabriel appears to Mary          reader: Suzanne Thompson 
 

Ave Maria       Camille Saint-Saens  
Melody Hall, soprano; Jillian Maynard, mezzo soprano;  
Mary DeLibero, piano 

 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and in the hour of our death. Amen.  

 
 

  



 
The Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1-7 

The birth of Jesus      reader: Bob Carberry 
 
Still, Still, Still   Traditional Austrian Carol, arr. Norman Luboff 

Choir; Christine Boghosian, pianist;  
Katie Hoffman-Fulda, flute;  
Doretta Andonucci, Wind Chimes;  
Michael Andonucci, Orchestra Bells. 

 
Still, still, still 
One can hear the falling snow. 
For all is hushed, 
The world is sleeping, 
Holy Star its vigil keeping. 
Still, still, still, 
One can hear the falling snow. 

 
 

Dream, dream, dream, 
Of the joyous day to come. 
While guardian angels without number 
Watch you as you sweetly slumber. 
Dream, dream, dream, 
Of the joyous day to come. 
 
 
 
 

  

Sleep, sleep, sleep, 
'Tis the eve of our Saviour's birth. 
The night is peaceful all around you, 
Close your eyes, 
Let sleep surround you. 
Sleep, sleep, sleep 
'Tis the eve of our Saviour's birth. 



 
The Seventh Lesson  Luke 2:8-20 

The shepherds go to the manger      reader: Deb Copes 
 

Salvator Mundi Natus Est  Gustav Holst 
Choir; Melody Hall, soprano;  
Dave Hall, tenor; Gail Tanguay, piano 

 
In Bethlehem that noble place 
As by prophecy said it was, 
Of Virgin Mary full of grace, 
Salvator Mundi natus est. 
Be we merry in this feast, 
In quo Salvator natus est. 
 
Behold to you we bring great joy 
For why? Jesus is born today 
To us of Mary that holy May, 
Salvator Mundi natus est. 
Be we merry in this feast, 
In quo Salvator natus est. 
 
“And thus in faith find him ye shall, 
Lying poorly in oxen stall” 
The shepherds lauded God for all, 
Salvator Mundi natus est. 
Be we merry in this feast,  
In quo Salvator natus est. 
 
 
 
 
  

On Christmas Night an angel told, 
To Shepherds watching o’er their fold, 
“In Bethlehem with beasties wolde, 
Salvator mundi natus est”. 
Be we merry in this feast, 
In quo Salvator natus est. 

 
Then compassed were the shepherds 
quite, Around them shone a great light 
“Dread ye naught,” said the angel bright, 
Salvator Mundi natus est. 
Be we merry in this feast, 
In quo Salvator natus est. 
 



 
The Eighth Lesson  Matthew 2:1-11 

The magi follow the star to Jesus     reader: Ruth Fitzgerald 
 

What Child is This         arr. Patti Drennan 
Choir; Chris Mosure, alto saxophone;  
William Kanute, piano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

The Ninth Lesson      John 1:1-14 
The Word becomes flesh        Rev. Nada Sellers 
 

My Lord Has Come    Will Todd 
Choir 

 
Shepherds, called by angels, 
called by love and angels; 
no place for them but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 
 
His love will hold me,  
his love will cherish me, 
Love will cradle me. 
 
 
 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 

  

Sages searching for stars, 
Searching for love in heaven; 
No place but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 
 
Lead me, lead me to see him, 
Sages and shepherds and angels; 
No place for me but a stable, 
My Lord has come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Carol  
On This Day Earth Shall Ring         Dave Hall, trumpet 

 

 
 
  



 
 

 On This Day Earth Shall Ring 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 
Benediction                           Rev. Nada Sellers 
 
Postludes  
 

A Westminster Carillon     Michael Bedford  
Bell Choir 

 
Pat-a Pan       Burgundian Carol 

Woodwind Ensemble 
 

 
 

Thank you all for joining us this afternoon. 
May you have a peace-filled, safe and blessed holiday season! 

 
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24 

5:00 p.m. 
Services of Scripture, Music and Candlelight ~ held virtually on zoom 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  

Romans 15:13 
 

 
Rocky Hill Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

805 Old Main Street 
An Open and Affirming Community of Faith 

www.RockyHillucc.org 
 

  



The Choirs of Rocky Hill Congregational Church, UCC 
Mary DeLibero, Minister of Music – organist and choir director 

 

Choir 
Soprano 
Holli Bacon 
Victoria Bower 
Melody Hall 
Marsha Hoffman 
Cindy Hunt 
Hilaire Leavitt 
Jackie Little 
Liz Reed-Swale 
Linda Tokarski 
 

Alto 
Sarah DeGiovanni 
Ruth Fitzgerald 
Judy Graham 
Gail Hall 
Anita Hawkins 
Katie Hoffman-Fulda 
Lynne Lataille 
Jennifer Martin 
Jillian Maynard 
Suzanne Thompson 
Val Triblets 
 

Tenor 
Dave Hall 
Bob Inderbitzen 
Nada Sellers 
Frank Vann 
 

Bass 
Michael Bower 
Bill Collins 
Tom Fulda 
Bill Hoffman 
Jared Maynard 
Steve Ware 
 

 
Guest Accompanists:  Christine Boghosian, Gail Tanguay 

Instrumental Ensemble Director:  Dave Hall 
 

Instrumentalists 
Doretta Andonucci, wind 

chimes 
Michael Andonucci, bells 
Dave Hall, trumpet, cello 
Gail Hall, clarinet 
Melody Hall, cello 
Katie Hoffman-Fulda  
Jillian Maynard, flute 
Chris Mosure, alto saxophone 

 

 
 

 
 
  

Handbell Choir 
Doretta Andonucci 
Michael Andonucci 
Michael Bower 
Laurel Cole 
Deb Copes 
Tom Fulda 
Anita Hawkins 
Katie Hoffman-Fulda 
Lynne Lataille 
Hilaire Leavitt 
Jackie Little 
Jared Maynard 
Debra Peterson 
Kristy Solie 

Choristers 
Caralyn Andonucci 
Violet Collins 
Grace Donahue 
Anna Gau 
Alex Gau 
Alyssa Gau 
Grace Hoffman 
Eric Jokl 
Maya McNally 
Charlotte Reed-Swale 
Alexander Wolfe 
 
 

Handbell Ensemble 
Doretta Andonucci 
Michael Andonucci 
Ben Rolfe 
Nancy Rolfe 
Will Rolfe 
 



 


