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860-529-4167 Church office 

  December 2020 Newsletter 
 

  

 

office@rhccucc.org 

www.RockyHillucc.org 

Sunday Worship Services (on Zoom) – 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

  
 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SEASON - WORSHIP & EVENTS 

All services and gatherings will be held on Zoom. Invitation links will be sent out via email. 

 

Sunday, December 6, 10am – Worship with Communion; Advent 2 

 

Sunday, December 6, 4:00pm – Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 7:30pm – RHCC Racial Justice Committee program on Christmas carols from 

around the world and a discussion of their complex history and connection to racial injustice. 

 

Saturday, December 12, 5:00pm – All-Church Virtual Happy Hour! for Celebrating You, Me and Us 

Together, we are the Church in ACTION. 

 

Sunday, December 13, 10:00am Worship; Advent 3  

 

Sunday, December 20, 10:00am Worship; Advent 4 

 

Thursday, December 24, 5pm - Christmas Eve Worship  

 

Sunday, December 27, 10:00am Worship 

 

Sunday, January 3, 10:00am Worship with Epiphany Pageant 

 

 

  

The 
Church Mouse 

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
http://www.rockyhillucc.org/
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“From Where I Sit” –December 2020 

 

 

Take a close look at this wonderful picture… What do you notice? 

 Could be the sweet whimsy of 20+ little bears, drying on the mantle, above an active hearth, 

following their adventure in the washing machine; so that they can be safely enjoyed by little 

hands, the next time they make their appearances. 

 Maybe it’s the encouragement of several inspirational and encouraging messages; “Dust bunnies 

are a country accent,” is among my favorites! (Phew! I’m styling here in Enfield!) 

 Likely, you noticed a talking dinosaur, framed and on the left side wall. 

 And who could miss those sparkling holiday lights!?  

 Can you feel the smile that’s surely spreading across your face?! Good! Yes, it’s Advent and as of 

today, December 2020 has officially arrived. And this is a picture from the home of one our sibling 

families at RHCC.  Can you guess who?  (Let me know your guesses, okay?) Over the next 4 weeks, I’m 

inviting you to send me photos by text, social media, or email of glimpses from holiday-related activities 

happening in your home.  I’m in search of the way joy and delight are making their way into your 

nests/school rooms/workspaces/ living rooms.  I know this is a truly difficult season on so many levels 

that I’m tired of trying to talk about them… I also know, that surely, the hope and possibility of Advent 

and Christmas are showing up in our lives and we still have much to be grateful for – even excited about! 

That saying “a picture is worth a thousand words,” might just be one of the most reassuring assurances 

to hang onto right now, when words don’t seem to do justice to the preposterous realities that are 

happening in our country and the world just now… As you send me photos, please know that I’ll enjoy 
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each one and will find ways to share them in upcoming issues of Staying Connected, in a series I’m 

calling, “HOMES for the HOLIDAYS.” Ready. Set. GO! 

 In other news, we have begun our Advent series called, “Do Not Be Afraid,” using the 2020 

Advent Devotional booklet created by Illustrated Ministries (All rights reserved, permission granted for church 

use). This is an “illustrated devotional” meaning there are images and drawings included for you to color 

with colored pencils or markers as you read and reflect. Our Purple Advent bags have been picked up or 

received through deliveries which are in process, so that by now, votive candles have begun to shed their 

light, as many of you are using the devotionals for reflection.  Please let us know if you need a bag for 

participation in our church-wide vigil (info@rhccucc.org or nsellers@rhccucc.org Thanks to 

Congregational Care’s Steph H. and Wendy W. who are helping with distribution.) 

 The season has also brought us the final month of 2020, a time when we often look back over the 

year to notice what’s taken place and what we can learn for moving forward.  You’ll find information 

elsewhere in this newsletter about our plan to hold a virtual “Happy Hour” designed to allow for 

“Celebrating YOU, ME and US: Together.”  Let’s make it a date on Dec. 12th at 5pm, okay? A 

Zoom link will be shared as we get closer to this gathering. You won’t want to miss this joyful 

recognition of how God has been moving in our midst in an unprecedented time! 

 We are continuing to prepare for the retirement of our Minister of Music, Mary DeLibero, who 

has remained very much a part of helping our worship and music ministries to flourish during the 

pandemic. A new leader has been found, whom we will be welcoming in the new year, but at present, in 

the last month of her faithful service, Mary and our Worship Team have a remarkable offering for us:  

We hope you will tune in for our virtual Lessons & Carols Service next Sunday afternoon, Dec. 

6th at 4pm (Short worship service and Communion @ 10am). Mary, Dave Hall, Theresa C., our Office 

Manager, and readers are all creating a marvelous worship service of music and seasonal imagery.  

Please invite as many people as you can – the Zoom link will be shared shortly, and you may pass it 

along to others who might welcome some sounds of the 

holidays… May the hope, peace, joy and love of this special 

season, richly bless and inspire us in the days and months 

ahead.  

 

Yours in faith, 

Pastor Nada 

  

mailto:info@rhccucc.org
mailto:nsellers@rhccucc.org
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A Season of Celebration 
 

December is a time normally filled with celebrations. Family and friends gather together to 

exchange gifts, enjoy food and beverages, and share stories that often become fond 

memories.  
 

In that spirit, your Time Talent and Treasure Ministry invites you to join us on Saturday, 

December 12 at 5 p.m. as we celebrate with joy all that God has done through our church 

family this year. There will be time for you to share your favorite short story after a brief 

presentation from the team. Or feel free to come and listen.  (A Zoom link will be provided 

separately.) 

 

Watch your mailbox! A letter is on its way to you, inviting you to remember the benefits 

your many gifts have made possible, and to prayerfully consider your level of commitment 

in 2021 if you have the capacity.  We are developing many ideas for adapting and 

expanding our ministries, ideas that will need your support of time, talent and treasure. If 

you have not received your letter, please reach out to the church office.   

 

2020 has been a year we will never forget. Not only because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

but also because of how our church family responded with generosity, compassion, and 

faithfulness. 

 

So be on the lookout for a link to our virtual party on December 12. We hope you will join 

us (with your favorite food and beverage) as we celebrate all that YOUR contributions of 

time, talent and treasure have accomplished. 

 
 

Mark your calendar for an all-church HAPPY HOUR on December 

12!!!  Grab your favorite libation and snack and let’s gather 

(virtually, of course) on zoom on Saturday, December 12 at 5:00 p.m. 

for Celebrating YOU, ME and US:  Together, we are the Church in 

ACTION.  There will be a short presentation, and lots of celebrating.  

Whether your libation of choice is seltzer, wine, tea, orange juice or 

chocolate milk, we will raise our glasses to all that we have done 

together to Be the Church over the past year. 
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Faith Formation Reflection 

 

By the time you read this, you should have received the children’s homemade 

Advent Calendar in the mail. If you haven’t and would like one, please email me, 

ghuie@rhccucc.org. Thanks to all who helped in the production of these original 

works of art! 
 

Please stay tuned – in case of good weather we will try to gather on Dec. 5 or 12 for an outdoor 

mini- Escape Room adventure and film the little kids dressed up as animals in preparation for the 

Epiphany Pageant! Also, please read the weekly e-news which comes to your Inbox every 

Friday. There will be a lot happening this month and you don’t want to miss out! If you haven’t 

been receiving the e-news, please check your Spam (or Junk) folder. 
 

For the past few months, I have shared the wonderful faith statements of this past year’s 

confirmands. I have one more thing to share from them, and that is their comments from an 

evaluation session I held with them at the end of July, where they provided feedback about the 

class. One of the questions I asked was this: “What is the most memorable thing about the 

class?” Their first answer was not unexpected – they liked the Sparkhouse re:form DVD we used 

as part of the curriculum. Their second answer, however, was totally a surprise. 
 

What they named as most memorable, along with the DVD, was the fact that they had 

adults: their individual mentors (Sue VanNess, Candy Smith, Sarah DeGiovanni) and me, 

accompanying them every step of the way. They felt they could ask us anything at any time. 

Ironically, they didn’t ask us very much and we adults were pleasantly surprised and maybe a 

little nervous, when none of the confirmands sought our help with their faith statements. Those 

wonderful faith statements were completely written by the youth – they really took it to heart 

that this was about their faith. They were empowered yes, and even more than that, encouraged 

knowing they had adults who were there with and for them. 

 

Faith Formation Family gathering to make some very special Advent gifts took place last month 

  

mailto:ghuie@rhccucc.org
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Faith Formation Reflection 

 

What was most memorable for these young people, therefore, was not an activity 

or a lesson, but the relationships. I later asked them to describe what a church 

community looks and acts like. Here are their answers: 

• They’re very accepting – they’re very open to people 

• It’s not just old people in the church – it’s all ages, all genders, all races, all sexualities 

• I feel a true church community would be like a group who stands up for each other, who 

will help each other in times of need, who want to do things together, whether it is the 

whole church or separate parts of the church. 

• They want to hang out with each other – it’s a place where, at least some of the time, you 

can look forward to going, and you look forward to doing stuff – you try to include 

everyone. 

• Like a second home – that’s what church community is. 

• You’re allowed to have your own opinions, and no one will shut you down for having your 

own opinions. 

• People talk to each other, hug, catch up, see one another. It’s not just about church – it’s 

asking about people’s daily lives and being there for each other when bad things happen. 

 

This is what our young people find attractive in a church. May it be so for RHCC. 

 

Georgette Huie 

 

Save the date for our annual 

Epiphany Pageant – this year it will 

be held virtually on zoom! 

Sunday, January 3rd at 10:00 a.m.   
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Worship Ministry 
 

Hello Everyone, we all enjoyed getting together for our outdoor, in person 

Heritage Sunday service on October 18th.  It’s great to acknowledge those 

who have been members for so very long.  It was good to connect in person 

again on November 15th.  Given the coming winter and the increase in 

Covid-19 infection rates, it’s unlikely we will be meeting in person for some 

time, so we are grateful to have had the chance to gather at the church. 

 

We also had the pleasure of virtually hosting the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving service 

(along with the United Methodist Church, The Church of St. Andrew the Apostle and Saint 

Josephine Bakhita Catholic Church) on Tuesday, November 24th.  Pastor Nada was in the 

sanctuary and we had the opportunity to test our new video camera and include it as part of 

the Zoom service.  This was another enriching service, and we’re all looking forward to using 

the camera to record and broadcast our services once we’re back in the building. 

http://rhccucc.org/Rocky_Hill_Community_Thanksgiving_Virtual_Service_11-24-2020.mp4 

 

For the upcoming Lessons & Carols service (Sunday, December 6th), we’re planning a 

mixture of live readings and music videos featuring our vocal and bell choirs as well as Mary 

on the organ.  In addition to weekly services during Advent, we’re planning our annual 

Epiphany Pageant in early January (more information on that will follow shortly). 

 

We’re now fully using the new Breeze Church Management Software 

(https://rhccucc.breezechms.com/dashboard) to help us manage many of our service and 

volunteer activities. If you haven't already done so, please follow the link and create your 

own account. Doing so will allow you to sign-up for various activities. Most immediately, we 

need weekly volunteers for Call to Offering during our Zoom meetings. If you haven't 

received an email from me on this previously, please contact me directly so I can add you to 

our distribution list. Once we're back to in person services, we can use Breeze to sign-up 

Video Camera Operators, Liturgists, Ushers, and Greeters as well. 

Michael Andonucci 

michael.andonucci@gmail.com 

860.670.5940 

 

 

 

  

http://rhccucc.org/Rocky_Hill_Community_Thanksgiving_Virtual_Service_11-24-2020.mp4
https://rhccucc.breezechms.com/dashboard
https://rhccucc.breezechms.com/dashboard
mailto:michael.andonucci@gmail.com
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On Tuesday, December 8th at 7:30 PM, the RHCC Racial Justice Steering Committee 

will be hosting an interactive session where we will be listening to Christmas carols from 

around the world and discussing their complex history and connection to racial injustice.  

After each, we will be having a lively and informative discussion about each of them.  

Please email office@rhccucc.org and you will be provided a zoom link to the event.  We are 

looking forward to having an engaging conversation with you and encourage all to join! 

 

 

 

Congregational Care Ministry 
 

 

In this pandemic year there are so many things and events we miss - too many to mention, but, 

certainly, sitting together to worship in our sanctuary is high on the list for our church members. 

For the Congo Care Ministry it looms large. We cannot look around and note who hasn’t been 

in their normal pew for a week or two and make a follow up call.  

 

Please, let one of us or the office know if you are ill, scheduling a surgery or “under the 

weather” in any way. The office answering machine has been brought into the current century 

and messages are forwarded to church personnel. 

  

We may not be able to visit but we do send cards, call, shop and send prayers! 

In the holidays that will be unlike any we could have imagined we need to feel connected. We 

are together in the experience of the pandemic but quarantined from actual community and 

fellowship. 

 

In caring, Steph Heneghan, Wendy Ware, Don Pagnucco and Kim Burghoff 
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December Scrip Schedule 

 
Since the start of the pandemic-driven shutdown of the church building, I’ve been delivering 

scrip every two weeks for drive-by pickup behind the church. For December, I will need to 

shift that schedule slightly, since it would otherwise collide with Christmas weekend. See the 

tentative delivery schedule listed below. 

 

If you have email access, you’ll continue to receive regular updates in advance of each 

delivery date. (Let me know if you are not receiving these.)  If you do not have access to 

email, then you should call me at 860-561-0182 when you need scrip so that I can prepackage 

your order and confirm the next delivery date. All pickup orders must be communicated to 

me in advance of the delivery date. Payments can be made online, or by check when you pick 

up your order. 

 

During the pre-Christmas season, many of you will want cards for retailers that are not 

typically stocked in our inventory.  These may be cards that you plan to give as gifts, or cards 

that you use to help fund your own holiday shopping. If you want any cards that we don’t 

keep in stock, those orders must be sent to me a full week in advance of the delivery date. 

You may send your orders by email, or you may call me. If you send your order by email, 

make sure that you receive a confirmation from me. 

 

Here is the tentative schedule of scrip delivery dates from December through early January: 

Saturday, Dec 12, 1pm 

Saturday, Dec 19, 1pm 

Saturday, January 2, 1pm 

 

Many retailers also offer e-cards that can be ordered and delivered at any time via email. (An 

e-card is simply a gift card that can be emailed to you, which you can then print on paper.) 

Many of you are already taking advantage of these. Unfortunately, e-cards are generally not 

available for groceries. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have continued to faithfully buy scrip during the pandemic. Because 

of your steadfast support, we are continuing to earn in excess of $1000 in income each month 

to support the mission and ministries of RHCC. 

 

Dave Hall, Treasurer 
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From the Moderator:  

 

As we give thanks for the rich bounty of our lives, we are also in a time when so many are struggling to 

meet the basic necessities of life.  And, as we prepare to enter the season of Advent, I find myself reflecting 

on (and being wowed by) “our church in ACTION”.   

 

Here’s what I see: 

1. I am inspired by the outpouring of Time and Talent—and ENERGY--on a wide variety of ministries.  

Some interesting and exciting new initiatives, including our Racial Justice initiative, the Green Team, and 

so much more.  Stay tuned to hear more about these (as well as our upcoming series “Nosh with Nada”) in 

the new year.  We also have a hard-working Re-opening Task Force, which develops guidelines and 

carefully advocates for our safety. 

 

2. I am in awe of the outpouring of generosity of Treasure, even in these difficult times—or maybe I 

should say “because of” these difficult times.  Our offerings have exceeded last year’s and the amount we 

have been able to contribute to the rising tide of need because of the pandemic has risen significantly also. 

 

3. I continue to be amazed at the ingenuity we have seen in how we are able to stay in touch while not 

actually being together very often (or at all, in some cases).  Our growing use of Zoom for worship and 

meetings has allowed our ministry and our family of faith to flourish!!  We have also enjoyed some in-

person worship experiences, but we’re unlikely to have more of those for a few months as winter sets in for 

real.  However, we have a couple of new advances, such as a new church database that will allow us to 

keep better track of things, and a new camera that will allow us to film our services once we are back in the 

sanctuary. 

Our Council has been brainstorming about some interesting and fun new ideas for later in the coming 

year—but more on that later.  First, please be SURE to join us for our: 

 

Happy Hour:   

Celebrate You, Me and Us:  Together we are the church in ACTION 

Saturday, December 12 at 5 p.m. 

 

Together we will focus on what we have achieved as a church even during difficult times in a short, fun 

hour of Zoom fellowship, complete with tongue-in-cheek AWARDS.  [A Zoom link will be sent to 

everyone before the event].  Please join us.   

 

Ruth Fitzgerald, Moderator 

For the Council 
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Rocky Hill Congregational Church Presents 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 4:00p.m. 

Virtually via Zoom! 

RockyHillUCC.org 

  
We welcome all to share in the beautiful story of the birth of Christ, as told in words and music. 

Due to the pandemic, we have curated many years’ worth of music from our past performances 

to create a moving and memorable online service for all to enjoy. 
 

This service will be held on Zoom; information on how to join the service will be posted on 

our website, facebook or email us at: office@rhccucc.org 
 

Rocky Hill Congregational Church, UCC is an Open and Affirming community of faith, 

striving to celebrate the diversity in which God has created us. All are welcome here! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Faith Formation Epiphany Pageant will be held during  

Worship on Sunday, January 3rd at 10am, via Zoom. Join us! 

 
 
 

Newsletter articles for the January Church Mouse are due to the office  

by December 22.  The church office will be closed from December 24 – January 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
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Mary’s Retirement 

 

As we enter the season of Advent the time is nearing for Mary 

DeLibero, our Minister of Music, to reach the end of her 

tenure with us.  Mary announced her retirement last spring 

initially planning to finish out the program year in June.  

Because of the onset of the pandemic and change from in 

person to virtual church services, Mary agreed to continue being a part of the zoom worship team 

and has been an integral part of the ongoing success of our worship experiences.  Mary has been a 

valuable part of our worship team for eight years through more than five different pastorates 

during that time and at one time early in her tenure she was the senior staff member. 

 

Mary has led the choirs and congregation in song, provided excellent instrumental music and 

leadership, participated in multiple intergenerational and ecumenical services and concerts.  The 

vocal choir was able to participate in music workshops in Charlestown, South Carolina and have the 

pleasure of multiple vocal workshops with Deborah Lynn a prestigious vocal instructor.  The bell 

choir has also had multiple experiences and continues to enhance our worship.  Mary brought the 

children’s choir into Lessons and Carols service and other special worship services. 

 

Mary will conclude her responsibilities on Christmas eve with the zoom service that is being 

planned and is spearheading a virtual Lessons and Carols Program for Sunday, December 6th at 

4:00pm. So that we don’t miss one of the favorite programs of the year because of the current 

circumstances. 

 

Because of the current situation we will not be able to celebrate Mary’s transition 

to retirement in the way we would like and have done for past retiring staff.  We 

are working on ways that we can celebrate her ministry; further information will 

be forthcoming.  The Music Search Committee formed in August has worked 

tirelessly and have found a new Music Director who will begin working with us 

early in the new year.  We will share more in coming weeks. 
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Throughout the holidays, Outreach and Witness Ministry  

will continue to help our local neighbors who may be in need. 

 

 

Thank you for our congregation's support for our holiday collections to 

benefit local neighbors during the Thanksgiving and Christmas season.  It 

speaks volumes of our congregation that we continue to share our gifts 

generously, even in the midst of being affected personally in varying ways 

by the pandemic.  Our contributions have provided funds for holiday food 

baskets and gifts for our local neighbors in Rocky Hill though Human Services and to 

children in foster care through Covenant to Care.  Updates on totals received and donated to 

follow!   

 

Throughout the month of December, we will continue to focus on our local neighbors who 

have been affected during the pandemic.  Our virtual offering plate and Christmas offering 

will benefit Interval House, our local domestic violence shelter.  As we celebrate new, 

unique 2020 versions of the joyous holiday traditions, let us also continue to focus on 

providing comfort to those in need.   

 

Interval House is the largest agency in CT dedicated to ending domestic violence.  The 

agency provides a hotline and safe house to meet urgent needs for safety.  Advocates assist 

with legal and financial obstacles.  The agency also connects individuals with resources to 

pursue education, start careers and lead productive lives in safety.   The World Health 

Organization has expressed concern that incidents of domestic violence have increased as a 

result of stay at home orders, stress and job loss during the COVID pandemic.  Interval 

House notes a 38% increase in requests for assistance since the pandemic began. Thanks to 

generous support and donations, Interval House has been able to continue to keep its 

operation fully functioning.   

 

If you or someone you care about is in need of intervention, Interval House is available 24/7: 

24-hour hotline  888-774-2900 

https://intervalhousect.org/ 

 

 
  

https://intervalhousect.org/
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sunday Morning Worship 
Communion 1st Sunday 
10:00 a.m.  

 
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Tuesday, December 8th at 7:30 PM, the RHCC Racial Justice Steering Committee will  

be hosting an interactive session where we will be listening to Christmas carols from around 

the world and discussing their complex history and connection to racial injustice.   

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
 

We continue to hold  

our worship services 

online via Zoom 

 

All meetings held on 

zoom, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

 

 

1 
Little Scholars Preschool 

operates daily,  

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

2 
 

7pm Outreach & Witness 
 

7pm Church School 

6   10am Worship 

Communion  
Advent 2 

 

4PM LESSONS 

 & CAROLS 

7     
   

 

 

8     ZOOM EVENT  

7:30pm ~ 

Racial Justice Program:  

Carols around the World 

 

9  
7pm Council  

 

 

7pm Church School 

13   10am Worship 

Advent 3 

 

 
 

5pm Middle School Youth 

14 
 
 

 

15  
 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 
 

7pm Church School 

20  10am Worship 
Advent 4 

 

 

21    
 

22   

 

23   
 

 
 

7pm Church School 

27   10am Worship 

 
 

 

 

 

28 

 
Office closed 

this week → 

 

29  

 

 

30 
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2020 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for an 

all-church HAPPY HOUR 

on December 12! 

Grab your favorite libation 

and snack and let’s gather 

(virtually, of course) on 

zoom on Saturday, 

December 12 at 5:00 p.m. 

for Celebrating YOU, ME 

and US:  Together, we are 

the Church in ACTION.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think Scrip! 

Scrip Pick Up dates: Saturday at 1pm, on Dec 12, Dec 19 and Jan 2.  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

5 
 

10 
 
 

5:30pm Worship Ministry 

 

11    
 

 

 

 

12 1pm Scrip  

5pm 

Virtual 

Happy 

Hour!! 

17 
 

 

 

18 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

19 
 

1pm Scrip pickup  

at Church 

 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

5pm Worship Service 

on Zoom 

25 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

26 

 

31 
Happy New Year! 

               2021 

 

 

  Jan 2 

 

1pm Scrip pickup 

at church 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

5:00 PM  
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From your Racial Justice Steering committee: 

 

Our committee has been discussing and compiling material and frequently asked questions (FAQs) that we 

want to share with you.  The questions below are a subset of what we will be sharing over the next few 

months.  In addition, all the FAQs we have compiled to date are available on our website.  We encourage 

you to take a look! 

 

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/racial-justice-at-rhcc 

 

If you have other questions that are weighing on your mind, please let us know.  We are here to help guide 

you toward finding answers and understanding. 

 

What is Black Lives Matter? 

A political movement to address systemic and state violence against African Americans. Per the Black Lives 

Matter organizers: “In 2013, three radical Black organizers—Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal 

Tometi—created a Black-centered political will and movement building project called #BlackLivesMatter. 

It was in response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, George Zimmerman. The project is now a 

member-led global network of more than 40 chapters. [Black Lives Matter] members organize and build 

local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state and vigilantes. Black Lives 

Matter is an ideological and political intervention in a world where Black lives are systematically and 

intentionally targeted for demise. It is an affirmation of Black folks’ humanity, our contributions to this 

society, and our resilience in the face of deadly oppression.” 

Black Lives Matter, “Herstory”  

I am not a racist, but I believe All Lives Matter. Is that so wrong? 

The Black Lives Matter movement is not about one human life being valued over any other human life. It’s 

about addressing an urgent problem of racial injustice in our country. One analogy that has been used is 

imagining everyone has a house. Your friend’s house is on fire. Does your house, and your friend’s house, 

and your brother’s house and your sister’s house matter? Yes. All of the houses matter. But at that moment 

your friend’s house is on fire and needs saving immediately. 

Is it ok to talk about race? 

Yes! We must talk, we must understand and we have to get better at it every day. It is important to 

overcome the fear of "getting it wrong" or "saying the wrong thing'. We cannot remain silent because 

silence equals complicity. Let’s talk. Let’s overcome the silence. Let’s resist the urge to politicize the 

issue of racism. This is not a conservative or liberal issue. This is a human rights issue. This is a 

medical issue. Racism is a public health crisis destroying our citizens. We don’t need your perfection 

in these conversations. We need your action. - -Gary W. Stewart, M.D. 

  

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/racial-justice-at-rhcc
https://blacklivesmatter.com/herstory/
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From your Racial Justice Steering committee: 

 

I, as a white person, want to help combat racism.  How and where do I start? 

Here are some key first steps White people can take to work effectively toward change, says Paul Kivel, an 

activist and author of “Uprooting Racism: How White People can Work for Racial Justice.” 

• Educate yourself. This step is often overlooked but is crucial in understanding issues of race. Turn to 

books, articles, movies and other resources to deepen your understanding of systemic racism. Listen to 

what people of color, including members of Black Lives Matter, Showing Up for Racial Justice and 

immigrant and Native American communities, are saying.  

But do not just rely on people of color to do your education for you, Kivel says.  

“People of color are organizing for their lives and defending their communities and they’ve often been 

forced to do a lot of emotional work for White people,” he says. “This is a time for us to not put that 

burden on them.” 

• Start conversations. Initiate discussions about racism with your partner, family members, friends, 

children and coworkers. Share how you feel, what makes you upset and invite others to give their take. 

Together, try to pinpoint how racism plays out in your communities and what you can do about it. And 

if you witness someone saying or doing something racist, speak up. 

“Silence is a form of complicity,” Kivel says. “It’s colluding with the status quo, pretending that nothing 

is really wrong.” 

The more awareness we help bring to an issue, he says, the “more we understand that we’re very much 

in the middle of this system of oppression, not on the outskirts looking in.” 

• Get involved in your community. Take action by showing up to city council and school board 

meetings, addressing policies in your workplace or working with groups to address gentrification and 

housing segregation by lobbying officials to create more affordable housing and put in renters’ 

protections. 

Fighting structural racism benefits everyone, Kivel says. 

“I think very often, as White people, we think that we need to save people of color or do this to help 

them,” Kivel says. “We need to understand that this is about our mutual interests, that our society is 

being torn apart by racism and that we all have a stake in building the communities that we want to live 

in.” -Christina Maxouris, CNN 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://paulkivel.com/books/uprooting-racism-4th-edition/
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December - Happy Birthday! 

 
1 John Hoffman   15  Linda Grillo  

3 Jennifer Cordes   20 Nicholas Jokl 

4 John Hummel   24 Nancy Edwards 

6 Marty Rowe   25 Jonathan Rutigliano 

7 Robert Mullins   26 Janet Kunzelman 

9 Amy Murk    28 Nathan Vann 

14 Dave Hall    30 Krista Pender 

14 David Bradstreet 

 

 

 

December Green Tips 

Consider making these changes or gift giving ideas to help Mother Earth: 

1) Shop for used/gently used items at thrift stores and consignment stores 

2) Reusable bottles, stainless steel bottle's and mugs for beverages 

3) Cloth shopping bags and reusable produce bags 

4) Reusable European dish cloths and microfiber cloths for cleaning 

5) Bamboo cutlery instead of plastic utensils. 

from our Green Ministry Team, Thank-you, Elaine Sellenberg 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Thursday, December 24 at 

5pm 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  

Romans 15:13 
 

 


