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Georgette L. Huie, Minister for Children and Youth 

ghuie@rhccucc.org 

Mary DeLibero, Minister of Music 

mary@rhccucc.org 

 September 2019 Newsletter 
 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Friday 

860-529-4167  

office@rhccucc.org 

www.RockyHillucc.org 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 a.m.  

Childcare Available/Handicap Accessible 

 

 

 

RHCC Golf Tournament -- Sunday, September 29th 

This year’s fall RHCC golf tournament is scheduled for 

Sunday, September 29, at the Wethersfield Country Club. 

We are planning for (6) foursomes and we will have a shotgun start about 

1:30 PM.  Details of cost and tournament format will be available soon. A 

sign-up sheet will be available in Chapin Hall in September, or you can 

contact Bill Hoffman (860-563-1367) to reserve your spot.  Don’t miss out 

on this fun event! 

  

The 
Church Mouse 

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
http://www.rockyhillucc.org/


 2 

 

 

Faith Formation Reflection 

 

Well, they did it.  RHCC young people have done what all young people seem to do over the 

summer:  they grew taller.  I don’t know what it is about summer that does this – more 

sunshine? No school? Shoe sales in August only? Whatever it is, I am always tickled to see 

how they have grown, both in height and in maturity. 

 

Those of us in Faith Formation who work with these children during the school year are 

challenged to realize that the child we meet in September is likely different than the child we 

knew in June.  It is important for us not to put them in that June box, so that the young 

person they are becoming will have a chance to emerge. 

 

Similarly, a number of us adults have traveled during the summer, or have experienced 

significant life events.  When we gather again on Re-Covenanting Sunday (September 8), let 

us be open to hearing the newness in one another’s lives, rejoicing in reconnecting and 

excited to encounter our ever-evolving selves. 

 

 

 

Here is our upcoming faith formation schedule: 

 

Church School 

Church School will begin on September 8, with all the children gathering in the Chapel.  

Regular classes will start on September 15. 

 

Youth Groups 

Some reconfiguring of the youth groups will take place during September, with input from 

the youth and their families.  Stay tuned. 

In the meantime, we will start to gear up for the UCC National Youth Event (NYE) 

scheduled for July 22-25, 2020 at Purdue University in Indiana.  This will be a gathering of 

around 3,000 UCC youth from around the world – absolutely loved by Victoria, Brian, and 

Julia who attended in 2016.  Not to be missed! 

 

Georgette Huie 
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Mission-Trip-at-Home Event 

RHCC will be volunteering with Habitat for Humanity of Greater New Haven 

on Saturday, September 28 from 9am to 3:30pm 

  

There are two homes being built at 62/66 Sylvan Avenue in New Haven.  

We will be helping to complete them on Saturday, September 28.  We 

need ten volunteers who are 16 years or older. 

  

If you are younger than 16, or not suited for construction, you can be part 

of the team by signing up to make and deliver lunch to the work crew!   

  

The sign-up board is in Chapin Hall.  Ideally, you will be present for the 

entire shift, but if not, we may be able to work something out.  Sign up anyway and make 

a note of your available hours. 

  

Georgette will contact you with further information and the required release forms. 

  

 

 

Save the Date!   

Hands On Hartford 50th Anniversary Celebration! 

Thursday, October 24, 2019, 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm. 

 Location: Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 

Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 

 Ticket Prices: $150 (includes drinks and meal). Checks can be mailed to Kate Shafer at 

Hands On Hartford, 55 Bartholomew Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

 Event Highlights: Will feature remarks by local celebrity chef Tyler Anderson, will be 

emceed by Chion Wolf of WNPR fame, with a live auction conducted by our close (and 

very entertaining) friend John Merz, Executive Director of AIDS Connecticut. The 

program will start with a performance by dancers from Spectrum in Motion dance 

company, dedicated to people of color and the American Experience. Event will include 

lives auctions and silent auction prizes. 

 

If anyone is interested in attending, please have them either contact me at:  

thomascm@gmail.com 860-922-6210, or Kate Shafer, kshafer@handsonhartford.org. 

Thanks, Thomas Kainamura 

  

mailto:thomascm@gmail.com
mailto:kshafer@handsonhartford.org
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“And my God will meet all your needs according to  

his glorious riches  in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 

 
This summer, I had the great pleasure of volunteering at an animal sanctuary in Utah.  Their 

vision and mission is to “Save them All”.  Thanks to your support of time, talent and treasure, we 

at Rocky Hill Congregational Church live our vision each and every day.  Over the past few 

months, we have lived our vision in so many ways.  Did you know that: 

 

 

Generous Service: 

In early July, our youth participated in 

“Church Beyond the Walls” in Providence, RI, 

where they prepared a meal for homeless folk 

and participated in outdoor worship, lunch and 

conversation with those whom they served.   

 

Active Engagement: 

On July 21st, our youth helped cook the community 

meal at Center Church in Hartford. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Preserve Traditions; Build on Foundations 

Our Facilities Ministry engaged an architect to do a 

historic resources condition assessment.  This 

assessment was partially funded by the State 

Historic Preservation Office.  Our church is one of 

the remaining few significant historic structures on 

or near the Silas Deane Hwy.  We value our history 

and our building.  This assessment will go a long 

way in preserving our church for us and generations 

to come. 
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“And my God will meet all your needs according to  

his glorious riches  in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 

 
We continue to live our vision of extravagantly welcoming everyone who comes through our 

doors.  Our welcoming committee has been busy ensuring that we don’t just say “no matter who 

you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are all welcome here” but we actively 

demonstrate it.  We have a greeter (thank you Joan!) at the entrance to our church welcoming 

every person with a warm and friendly smile each and every Sunday morning.     

 

We continue working to become who God is calling us to be.  Our vision lives on and drives us 

to love the church and to be the church.  I mentioned in the first paragraph that Best Friends 

vision is shared by thousands who donate their time, their skills and their money to helping the 

Founders “save them all”.  We can continue to live our vision each and every day but we need 

your continued contributions of time, talent and treasure.  These are the resources that fuel our 

mission; and yes, it does cost real money to provide spiritual things.   

 

We thank all of you for believing in our vision and mission and working in so many ways to 

help make our vision a reality. 

 

Blessings 

 

Time, Talent, and Treasure/Pledging Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering is a special mission offering of the United Church 

of Christ. It will be collected on October 6, 2019. It supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. It  is used by the Justice and Witness Ministries 

(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives,  advocacy efforts and direct service 

projects through grants to local Churches. It also supports the Council for American 

Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Thank you for your generosity. 
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WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Never has it been more important to 

remember than at the start of this new program year. Our participation in all 

aspects of our church and worship life will determine what we accomplish. 

 

Congregational Care: 

Inreach: many members volunteered to assist with coffee hours and we 

enjoyed a nice variety of snacks after church. This is a weekly opportunity 

for fellowship with friends and to meet new members. Check with an Inreach member to 

sign up. 

 

Caring Team:  It will be more important than ever for church members to visit our home-

bound and in-care members. Contact Wendy W., Steph or Don P. if you would like to learn 

more about this ministry, Contact the office if there is a member who is in need of a visit. 

 

Heritage/Homecoming Sunday is planned for October 20th. We will honor 50 year 

members and hope to encourage friends and neighbors to come and worship with us. 

Contact Steph if you have ideas and would like to join this ministry team. 

 

NOTES FROM THE MODERATOR 

As summer draws to an end, we get ready to return to worship in the sanctuary, return of choir to worship and 

hopefully, beginning of church school classes.  It is important that we continue to focus on our ministries, our 

united plans and goals for the church and each other.  I hope we will see old and new faces in the congregation as 

vacation time comes to a close. There is much activity planned for the fall season from opportunities for service 

with Habitat for Humanity, Outreach and Witness plans and the usual fall activities including fair and Heritage 

Sunday. 

 

A search committee (Michael Andonucci, Hilaire Leavitt, Don Pagnucco and Heather Wolf-Taylor) are working to 

fill the immediate vacancy with the best option for the congregation.  Georgette and Rev. John Afman will share 

duties for worship on September 1st with communion as our final service of the summer in Chapin Hall and Rev. 

Afman will continue to lead worship through September once back in the sanctuary.  He and Rev. Lisa Eleck 

continue to be available for emergency pastoral concerns and Rev. Eleck will conduct a wedding for the church on 

September 28th which had already been scheduled. 

 

A settled pastoral search committee has not yet been formed contrary to some previous information.  Council has 

reached out for those interested in serving to volunteer but there will not be any formal recommendations for a 

committee immediately and not everyone who has volunteered may be called upon.  The conference has 

recommended a size that is representative but so large as to slow the process.  This does not mean that input from 

the entire congregation is not welcome or necessary.  We want to hear from any and all.  To paraphrase from Rev. 

Afman’s sermon on Sunday we need to all kneel together in a circle of affection but we can’t stay on our knees.  

Please keep the Council, search committee and staff in your prayers daily as we work to continue our mission in 

the church and the community. 

 

Marsha Hoffman, Moderator.  
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What do these fine folks have in common?  

They all have photos in the new Church Member Photo Directory! 

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR PHOTO YET? 

We are overhauling our church directory into a photo directory.  Please—today—email 

a photo to the church office. Photos can be casual or formal.  If you are a couple, please 

send a photo of yourselves as a couple (whether or not you have the same last name). If 

you are a family with kids at home, please send a family photo. Pick your favorite and 

email it to:  office@rhccucc.org. If you don’t have a digital photo, drop off a printed 

photo to the office. 
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Outreach & Witness Ministry 

Thank you to everyone who donated, volunteered and otherwise 

supported this year's Covenant to Care backpack drive!  Our 

congregation raised $955.  In addition, we collected over 20 

backpacks, many bags full of supplies and gift cards the families can 

use to purchase school uniforms.  Our congregation worked together 

to assemble the backpacks and write notes of encouragement for the 

children.  Our congregation supports the children through the Covenant to Care Adopt a 

Social Worker program throughout the year.  Scrip donations are collected year round and 

will go toward needs as they arise for the children. 

 

 

 

Join Our Green Team! 

✓   Do you care about the environment? 

✓   Are you passionate about recycling? 

✓   Do you want to leave your kids and grandkids with clean air and 

clean water? 

✓   Do you know anything about composting (or would you like to 

know more)? 

✓   Would you like to know more about ‘green’ cleaning supplies? 

✓   Would you like to know more about sustainable practices for our church and the greater 

community? 

✓   Do you like to grow your own vegetables? 

✓   Do you feel you should know more about food deserts and food insecurity? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then YOU are the person we’re seeking to join 

our Green Team.  The Green Ministry Team would like to learn more about environmental 

issues, teach others about issues, and engage in programs and activities to help us become more 

aware and more “green”.  If you would like to be part of this important earth ministry, or if you 

would like to know more, please contact Heather Collins, heathercollins2004@gmail.com or 

Elaine Sellenberg, elaines7963@yahoo.com. 

 

  

mailto:heathercollins2004@gmail.com
mailto:elaines7963@yahoo.com
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Please Remember Church fair is not far away October 19, 2019  

here is a list of items we will need if anyone would like to donate.   

 

Farmers Market  

4oz and 8oz canning jars jelly size, decent dried flowers, fancy jams and jellies please see Joan 

Tennyson.  

 

Kids corner  

childs games and some prizes from dollar store small pumpkins for 

painting please see Sue Speers. 

 

Silent Auction  

Themed baskets, empty baskets, items to create a themed Silent Auction new items to auction 

script cards donated labor such as a lawyer making a will or pie maker offer to make pies on 

demand with notice that type of labor something you are good at please see Sue Chatfield. 

860-595-6639, smchat999@att.net 

 

Baked Goods Booth  

needs baked goods to sell all sizes homemade candy or fudge a 12 pack of 

mason jars would be nice 2 oz size please see Marsha Hoffman.  

860-563-1367 

 

 

White Elephant  

White Elephant anything decent people would sell at their own tag sale and volunteers to clean 

up that day please see Nancy Harlow 860-529-4214, nharlow@outlook.com 

 

Snack Shop  

hot dogs hot dog rolls 12 packs of soda regular and diet 24 packs of water please see Jean Goff 

 or Jeannie Alessi. Snack Shack: Jean Goff, 860-729-8153, Jrsg50@gmail.com 

 

Jewelry Booth 

Jewelry needs Jewelry, pocketbooks, scarves please see Sue Van Ness. 860-666-1900 

  

mailto:Jrsg50@gmail.com
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Sew Country  

needs material, yarn for knitting and crocheting or needles please see Candy Smith. 

 

Haunted House  

needs donations of scary Halloween items any type or script cards for Walmart would help buy 

these items please see Jeannie Alessi. 860-839-1321, scoobygirl83@gmail.com 

 

Holiday House  

Gently used Christmas items please see Lynn McKenna, Lynn Mckenna, 860-513-1025. 

 

Tea Room  

Specialized baked goods to serve, tea would be nice. Please see Jen and Bill Cordes, 860-202-

3517, jcourtemanche123@gmail.com 

 

Something Different: Hilaire Leavitt, 860-529-3814, halx@rcn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Church Office 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – we’re updating our lists. Let us know if you have 

a special milestone coming up. Call or email the church office at: 860-529-4167 

or office@rhccucc.org 

 

If you are dropping off items to donate for the Country Fair, the best time to do so is in the 

morning, 9am-Noon.   

 

The submission deadline for the weekly service bulletin and weekly e-mail blast - is every 

Wednesday. The email blast is sent, and the bulletin printed every Thursday. 

 

 

  

mailto:halx@rcn.com
mailto:office@rhccucc.org
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Do you have a great homemade Chili Recipe?  Great because we will be 

holding a CHILI COOKOFF at this year’s Annual Church Fair!!! 

 Enter by texting me at 203-767-1233 Cheryl Hummel 

 Make your Chili for the Fair 

 Share your recipe by bringing copies of same to fair (Optional) 

 

CAKE AUCTION 

Another oldie coming back is the Cake Auction!!  Do you have a specialty 

cake, great cake decorator or just enjoy baking cakes??  We need at least 3-4 

cakes to be auctioned at the Fair. 

 Enter by texting me 203-767-1233  Cheryl Hummel 

 Make your Cake for the Fair 

 Share your recipe by bringing copies of same to fair (Optional) 
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Come to the Country Fair! 

Saturday, October 19 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Rocky Hill Congregational Church UCC 
805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill 

 
Shopping, Silent Auction, Food, Crafts, 

Kid’s Activities and more! 
Kids Costume Parade and Music by Liz Reed. 

Face Painting by Catalina 
 

Featured Shops 
White Elephant Holiday Shop           Kid's Corner 
Jewelry Shop       Farmer’s Market  Sew Country 
   Snack Shack           Bake Shop                Something New 

  Haunted House 
 

Tea Room (opens at 11:00 am) 

Silent Auction (closes at 1:00 pm) 

Start your holiday shopping at the Fair! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

From the Silent Auction committee: 

We have a donation of two “South African Safari for two” packages at the Zulu Heritage Safari 

Lodge. Minimum bid will be $2500 of which the Church will receive $1250. This includes 6 

days and 6 nights lodging, 3 full meals per day, and two guided game viewing activities daily! 

Good for two years from auction date and any time of year.  If you are interested and want 

more information ahead of the auction please contact Sue Chatfield at 860-595-6639. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

Dave and Bobbie Hawkins 

were married on 

September 24, 1960 

 

Jay and Ruth Jensen 

were married on 

September 10, 1971 
 

Rich & Mary Pawlich-Pagliccio 

Were married on September 7 
 

  

17 Phyllis Carlo 

19 Lori Benito 

20 Gabrielle Pierson 

21 Sandra Gau 

22 Gayle McGowan 

23 Steven Sudell 

24 Michele Jokl 

24 Christina Peterson 

25 Al Diaz 

26 Diane Bengston 

28 James Ussery Jr 

28 Kirsten Timrud 

29 Eric Jokl 

01 Marge Murk  

02 Michael Fitzgerald 

02 Maya McNally 

03 Carolyn Taylor 

03 Tom Fulda  

03 Phyllis Wilkey  

03 Bob Inderbitzen 

04 Liz Pulling  

06 Richard Starr  

11 Katherine Flynn 

12 James Rolfe 

15 Gail Walker 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Worship 

Communion 1st Sunday 
10:00 a.m. with childcare 

 

 
     

 

                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

1   
10am Worship 

in Chapin Hall 

Communion Sunday 

 

2 
Labor Day 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7:00pm Women’s AA 

3       Little Scholars      

           Preschool begins-> 
 

7:30pm Facilities Mtg 

  

4 
 

 

8 
10am Worship in 

Sanctuary 

Rally Day 

Church School  

 

9 
 

 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

10  
 

 

 

7pm Council Mtg 

11 
9:00am Breakfast Club 

Bob’s Coffee Shop 
 

 

7:30pm Choir 

15 

10am Worship 

Church School 

 
 

16 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

17 
 

 

 

7pm Cedar Hollow mtg 

18 
 

 

 

7:30pm Choir 

22    
10am Worship  

Church School 

 

23 
 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

24 
 

 

 

25 

 
 

 

7:30pm Choir 

29  
10am Worship  

Church School 
 1:30pm RHCC Golf 

Tournament 

30 
NEWSLETTER MAILING 

9:30am 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

  

CHURCH MOUSE OCTOBER ISSUE 

Deadline for articles:  September 16.  

Mailing date September 30. 
 

 

RALLY DAY  

SUNDAY SEPT 8!  
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Little Scholars Preschool 

begins their school year on 

Tuesday, September 3rd. 

Welcome Back! 

 
 
 
 

Every Sunday: Child Care 
provided during worship in 
Room 4 - 9:30-11:30 AM.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS to all who donated  

to our Backpack Drive over the 

Summer! 

 

 

 

 

RHCC Music Ministry 

We are gearing up for the fall!  The adult choir, bell choir, 

children's choir and drum choir will be starting rehearsals soon.  

If you are interested in joining any of the groups, or if you play 

an instrument and would like to play in church, please contact 

Mary at mary@rhccucc.org or 860-529-4167. 

 
Save the Date for: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, Sunday, December 9, 2018 at 

4:00 p.m. Held in the Sanctuary of Rocky Hill Congregational Church with full choir, pipe 

organist, and instrumentalists.  A unique and moving experience!  Reception follows the 

service.  All are welcome to attend.  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

5 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s AA 

6 
Little Scholars/Music  

 

 

7 
 

 

12 
 

 

7:30pm Men’s AA 

13    
 

 

Little Scholars/Music  

 

14 
 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s AA 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 
10am ACA Group/Fiorilli 

 

 

5pm ACA Group event in 

Chapin Hall 

26 
9:30am Music Together 

 

 
7:30pm Men’s AA 

27 
Little Scholars/Music  

 

 

 

28 
Wedding 

 

 

mailto:mary@rhccucc.org
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ROCKY HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill CT 06067 

Telephone # 860 529-4167 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME VALUE MAIL 

Mailed August 27, 2019 

 

 

 

Jesus didn’t turn people away.  
 Neither do we. 

The United Church of Christ: 
No matter who you are, 

Or where you are on life’s journey… 
You’re welcome here. 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Rally Day/Re-Covenanting Sunday  
September 8 – 10:00 A.M. 

 

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of the church year! 

Re-Covenanting Sunday is on September 8. 

During the service, after the Message for All Ages,  

we will gather the children together for a Children’s Worship.  

Church School registration will be held after the service. 

 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
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