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Special Exception 2 to “RHCC Re-Opening Guidelines for COVID-19-
related Gatherings in the Conduct of a Church Activity on Church, 

Public or Private Property, Version 3” 

 

Approved by Council on September 1, 2020 

 

Pursuant to a rental agreement with the Rocky Hill Congregational Church, the Little 
Scholars Preschool (“LSP”) plans to run their preschool program on most weekdays from 
September 8, 2020 through May, 2021.  LSP’s use of the church property for a preschool 
program would be restricted to the ground-floor classroom, the adjoining storage closet, Room 
6 (occasionally), the ground-floor hallway, the ground-floor bathrooms, and the outside 
grounds for some activities.  After the first day of classes, only the teachers and students would 
routinely enter the building. There will be three teachers and up to 20 students.  Except for 
emergencies, they would only use the back entryway to the building. The elevator would also 
be used only in an emergency.   

LSP has prepared and shared several COVID-19 policies and procedures, dated August 
10, 2020, which provide considerable additional detail on its plans.  These documents are: 

• Little Scholars Preschool “COVID-19 Policies and Procedures” 
• Little Scholars Preschool “COVID-19 Sick Policy” 
• Little Scholars Preschool “COVID-19 Policies and Procedures/COVID-19 Sick 

Policy Acknowledgement” 
• Little Scholars Preschool “Employee COVID-19 Policies and Procedures” 
• Little Scholars Preschool “Employee COVID-19 Sick Policy” 
• Little Scholars Preschool “Employee COVID-19 Policies and Procedures/COVID-19 

Sick Policy Acknowledgement” 

The Council’s Re-Opening Task Force received and reviewed these documents in August 
2020, compared them with the OEC guidelines, and judged them to be thorough and 
sufficiently protective against COVID-19 transmission to permit LSP’s planned building use at 
this time.  LSP has also shared a July 6, 2020 letter it received from the OEC Director of 
Licensing indicating that “licensing staff will begin conducting shortened inspections in the very 
near future.”  These inspections aim “to ensure programs are complying with the enhanced 
requirements put in place by executive orders, subsequent OEC memos, and those licensing 
requirements that help to limit the spread of the COVID virus.” 
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Version 3 of the “RHCC Re-Opening Guidelines for COVID-19-related Gatherings in the 
Conduct of a Church Activity on Church, Public or Private Property” was approved by the 
Council on September 1, 2020.  These guidelines permit indoor gatherings for a church activity 
only by “special exception” on a case-by-case basis, with Council approval.  These guidelines 
also permit use of the church building and property for non-church activities on the same 
“special exception” basis, with Council approval.  Having considered LSP’s planned rental use of 
a portion of the church building and property for a non-church activity, the Council’s Re-
Opening Task Force thus prepared this Special Exception for Council approval of the LSP’s 
planned rental use of a portion of the church building and grounds subject to LSP’s rental 
agreement, LSP’s adherence to the above-listed (and attached) policies and procedures, 
compliance with OEC inspections and enhanced requirements, and the following additional 
precautions for/by church staff. 

 

1) The Church’s custodian will be given a copy of this Special Exception document, with its 
attachments and OEC’s July 6, 2020 letter and will advise the Council’s re-Opening Task 
Force of any issues that may arise in the execution of LSP’s COVID-19 Policies and 
Procedures. 

2) The Church’s custodian will place signage by the rear and side entryways requesting 
anyone not involved with the LSP use to avoid the ground floor.  Any vendor with a need 
to access the LSP use area must be escorted by the custodian or a member of the 
Facilities Ministry.  Absent an emergency, such visits should be planned for times when 
the LSP is not in session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


