
 1 

 

 

 

Georgette L. Huie, Minister for Children and Youth 

ghuie@rhccucc.org 

Mary DeLibero, Minister of Music 

mary@rhccucc.org 

860-529-4167 Church 

 October 2019 Newsletter 
 

 RHCC e-mail address – office@rhccucc.org 

 Website: www.RockyHillucc.org 

 Office Hours – Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.  
  

  Sunday Worship Services – 10:00 a.m. 

       Childcare Available/Handicap Accessible 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Come to the Country Fair! 
Saturday, October 19 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Rocky Hill Congregational Church 

 
Shopping, Silent Auction, Food, Crafts, 

Kid’s Costume Parade, Face Painting by Catalina 
 

Featured Shops: 
Holiday Shop, White Elephant,  Kid's Corner 
Jewelry Shop, Farmer’s Market, Sew Country 
Snack Shack, Bake Shop, Something Different 

Haunted House 
 

Tea Room (opens at 11:00 am) 
Silent Auction (closes at 1:00 pm) 

 
Start your holiday shopping at the Fair! 

 
  

The 
Church Mouse 

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
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S.P.I.R.I.T. Church School News 

 

 

 

Faith Formation Reflection 

 

Marvel Comics: what a success story.  Fifty years ago, Spiderman and the Fantastic Four were 

popular comic book characters.  Today, they’re a multibillion dollar movie franchise.  I am tickled 

that the characters I knew then are in the hearts and minds of young people today.  Now, if only I 

could inspire teens to listen to musical groups like Peter, Paul & Mary, the Supremes, and the 

Carpenters… 

 

Almost exactly fifty-one years ago, I witnessed how my mom became a superhero.  It was August 

1970 and women around the country were protesting through marches known as the Women’s 

Strike for Equality.  I don’t know how she ended up being the one Asian-American person 

selected to speak to the crowd of thousands, but there she was, representing Asian-American 

women in the cause for justice.  I describe her as a superhero because most times she was quiet 

and shy, meek and mild, but when her voice and presence were needed to speak and act on behalf 

of those who could not speak or act for themselves, she stood forth.  She didn’t have a superhero 

costume; most likely the clothes she wore were bought at a department store sale.  She was 

uncomfortable with being the center of attention, but she was much more uncomfortable with 

injustice. 

 

And so it is that we can become superheroes, too.  When our discomfort with injustice, or more 

positively said, our love of justice is strong enough that we’re willing to change from our 

everyday meek and mild selves to a soul standing forth for others, Bible stories tell us that God 

will be there, guiding our words and actions and helping us to be heroes for those in need. 

 

It doesn’t always have to be about justice either.  Led by our love of God and others, we might 

find ourselves standing forth to brighten someone’s day, to encourage a young person, to 

strengthen our church.  Even what may seem to be a few small words or deeds can be heroic to 

someone needing to hear those words.  Just as regular exercise strengthens our bodies, so regular 

engagement with God strengthens our souls, that when called upon we might be heroes for others.  

I invite you to consider adding or increasing time in prayer, spiritual study, or hanging out with 

people of faith.  Over time, the benefits will accrue.  You may not notice it, but those around you 

will. :) 

  



 3 

 

S.P.I.R.I.T. Church School News 

 

Here is our upcoming faith formation schedule: 

 

Church School 

 

The children will be learning about “Timothy, Eunice, and Lois.”  They will have the opportunity 

to: 

o hear the story of Timothy and his family; 

o learn that Timothy’s family influenced his faith; 

o see that we can learn about faith from our families; 

o know that we can be good examples for others just as Timothy, Eunice, and Lois set good 

examples for others; 

o learn that God uses people of all ages to teach about faithful living; 

o recognize that we can learn about being faithful Christians from our teachers and mentors, 

just as Timothy learned from the apostle Paul. 

 

Youth Groups 

If you have a child in 9th or 10th grade who has not been confirmed, and you/she/he is interested in 

being part of a confirmation class this year, please contact Georgette.  No schedule has been set 

yet, but we will try to make it happen. 

 

In the meantime, we will start to gear up for the UCC National Youth Event (NYE) scheduled for 

July 22-25, 2020 at Purdue University in Indiana.  This will be a gathering of around 3,000 UCC 

youth from around the world – absolutely loved by Victoria, Brian, and Julia who attended in 

2016.  Not to be missed! 

 
Georgette Huie 

 

 

 

Child Caregiver Position Available:  The RHCC Council is looking to fill the 

position of permanent Child Caregiver in the nursery that has been ably held by Liz 

Pulling for the past two years.  We want to thank Liz for her dedication to this 

position and would like to find someone to fill her shoes.  Hours are Sunday morning from 

9:45am to 11:15 am with the assist of a weekly volunteer and stipend is $25.00 per week.  If 

you are interested or know someone who would be right for this job, contact Marsha Hoffman 

or the church office. 
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Special Offering Sunday, October 6 

The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering is a special mission offering of the United Church 

of Christ. It will be collected on October 6, 2019. It supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. It  is used by the Justice and Witness Ministries 

(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives,  advocacy efforts and direct service 

projects through grants to local Churches. It also supports the Council for American 

Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

Join Our Green Team! 

✓   Do you care about the environment? 

✓   Are you passionate about recycling? 

✓   Do you want to leave your kids and grandkids with clean air and clean 

water? 

✓   Do you know anything about composting (or would you like to know more)? 

✓   Would you like to know more about ‘green’ cleaning supplies? 

✓   Would you like to know more about sustainable practices for our church and the greater 

community? 

✓   Do you like to grow your own vegetables? 

✓   Do you feel you should know more about food deserts and food insecurity? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then YOU are the person we’re seeking to 

join our Green Team.  The Green Ministry Team would like to learn more about 

environmental issues, teach others about issues, and engage in programs and activities to 

help us become more aware and more “green”.  If you would like to be part of this important 

earth ministry, or if you would like to know more, please contact Heather 

Collins, heathercollins2004@gmail.com or Elaine Sellenberg, elaines7963@yahoo.com. 

  

mailto:heathercollins2004@gmail.com
mailto:elaines7963@yahoo.com
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2019 Hurricane Relief – Outreach & Witness Ministry Team 

Outreach and Witness is collecting donations through the end of October to support Church 

World Service's (CWS) response to the damage from Hurricane Dorian.  The hurricane has 

devastated communities in North Carolina and the Bahamas.  CWS is anticipating mid and long-

term recovery efforts in the Bahamas.  They were able to respond to immediate needs in North 

Carolina by providing emergency supplies and they plan to continue with long term recovery 

efforts.  The emergency supply buckets, collected and assembled by our congregation earlier this 

year, helped to replenish needed supplies to respond to Hurricane Dorian and other disasters.  

Our collection this month will assist with ongoing mid and long-term disaster recovery efforts.   

 

If you would like to make a donation, please specify "Hurricane Relief" in the memo line of the 

check.  Donations may be mailed to Rocky Hill Congregational Church 805 Old Main St. Rocky 

Hill, CT  06067.  Donations may also be made online  https://www.rockyhillucc.org/donate.  

Please select "contribute online" and specify "Hurricane Relief".   

 

Outreach and Witness also plans to host our annual CWS Disaster Relief Bucket drive and 

assembly again early next year to help to replenish clean up supplies so they are available when 

urgently needed.  More details to follow! 

 

 

Flower committee 
In the coming months, we have many Sundays available for memorial 

flowers or to mark a special occasion such as graduation, an anniversary, 

or special birthday.  They need not be a formal flower arrangement but 

could be flowers from your garden, or a flowering plant. You may sign-up 

on the Flower Memorial bulletin board in Chapin Hall to reserve a date. 

 

 

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/donate
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SCRIP-SURE: Upcoming Schedule for Special Orders 

 

Typically, our scrip inventory is replenished at the end of each month. Along with these 

orders to restock inventory, we encourage all of you to submit orders for gift cards for 

retailers that we don’t typically keep in stock, and/or to order amounts or denominations 

that exceed what we typically carry for stocked retailers. 

 

If you plan to be ordering any cards at the end of October, be aware that the deadline for 

placing that order will be moved one week earlier to accommodate the travel schedule of 

the Halls. Then, beginning in November, we’ll add a few extra orders to accommodate the 

pre-Christmas surge. Here are the planned dates for special scrip orders for the rest of 2019: 

 

 

Deadline for submitting order Cards delivered by  

Sunday, October 20 Sunday, October 27 

Sunday, November 3 Sunday, November 10 

Sunday, November 17 Sunday, November 24 

Sunday, December 1 Sunday, December 8 

Sunday, December 15 Sunday, December 22 

 

 

Be aware that many retailers (including restaurants) offer digital “e-cards” that can be 

ordered at any time. These e-cards are delivered via email in pdf format so that you can 

print them out and use as a regular gift card, or you can simply copy/paste the card numbers 

if you are ordering merchandise online. If you ever have a need for unstocked gift cards 

prior to the next ordering period, please email Dave Hall (treasurer@rhccucc.org) to find 

out if e-cards are available for your need. 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@rhccucc.org
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HERITAGE SUNDAY - OCTOBER 20, 2019 

On Sunday, October 20th, we will honor our 50+ year members 

during worship at 10 a.m.  A special reception for all in attendance 

will be held after the service in Chapin Hall, where RHCC historical 

memorabilia will be on display and cake and refreshments will be served. (If 

you are a ‘Heritage Member’ you will soon receive an invitation to a private 

breakfast to be held at 9:15 a.m. in the parlor before Worship.) Join us as we 

celebrate our 50-year members, and our long history as RHCC! For more 

information, contact Judy Graham at: 860-502-7446. 

 

 

RHCC FOOD PANTRY BASKET 

Clean out your pantry! Or buy 1 extra item while shopping. Our member 

volunteers make weekly deliveries to the Rocky Hill Human Services Food 

Pantry. All food donations are appreciated but there is a special need for 

non- food items especially paper products, including: paper towels, tissues, bathroom tissue, 

napkins foil, wax paper, soap, laundry detergent and dish soap. 

Items accepted:   

➢ Home cleaning (laundry, paper towels, dish soap, napkins)  

➢ Personal Hygiene products (toothpaste, soap, feminine products, shampoo, toilet paper) 

Hotel sizes accepted. 

➢ Non perishable food (canned goods, cereals, rice) 

➢ Scrip Gift Cards can be donated, or you can use them to buy your donation items! 

 

All donations are gratefully accepted! 
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CHURCH FAIR  

DONATIONS REQUESTS! 

The Fair is fast approaching on OCTOBER 19 

 

The Church Fair committee requesting donations of the following items: 

 

Farmers Market - 4oz and 8oz canning jars (jelly size), decent dried flowers, fancy jams 

and jellies. Please see Joan Tennyson.  

 

Baked Goods Booth  - Baked goods to sell, all sizes, homemade candy or 

fudge, a 12 pack of mason jars would be nice 2 oz size. Please see Marsha 

Hoffman 860-563-1367. 

 

Tea Room - Specialized baked goods to serve, tea would be nice. Please see Jen and Bill 

Cordes, 860-202-3517, jcourtemanche123@gmail.com. 

 

Snack Shop  - Hot dogs, hot dog rolls, 12 packs of soda (regular and diet), 24 packs of 

water. Please see Jean Goff or Jeannie Alessi. 860-729-8153, Jrsg50@gmail.com 

 

Kid’s corner - Childs games and some prizes from dollar store, small 

pumpkins for painting. Please see Sue Speers. 

 

Haunted House - scary Halloween items any type or script 

cards for Walmart would help buy these items. Please see Jeannie Alessi. 860-

839-1321, scoobygirl83@gmail.com 

 

Jewelry Booth 

Jewelry needs Jewelry, pocketbooks, scarves please see Sue Van Ness at 860-666-1900. 

 

Sew Country - Needs material, yarn for knitting and crocheting or 

needles. Please see Candy Smith.  

 

Holiday House  

Gently used Christmas items, please see Lynn McKenna, Lynn Mckenna, 860-

513-1025. 

 

  

mailto:Jrsg50@gmail.com
mailto:scoobygirl83@gmail.com
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CHURCH FAIR 

DONATIONS REQUESTS! 

The Fair is fast approaching on OCTOBER 19 

 

Silent Auction - Themed baskets, empty baskets, items to create a themed Silent 

Auction new items to auction script cards donated labor such as a lawyer 

making a will or pie maker offer to make pies on demand with notice that type 

of labor something you are good at please see Sue Chatfield 860-595-6639, 

smchat999@att.net 

 

 

Something Different: Vintage small furniture, antiques, collectibles, housewares. See Hilaire 

Leavitt, 860-529-3814, halx@rcn.com 

 

 

White Elephant 

White Elephant anything decent people would sell at their own tag sale and 

volunteers to clean up that day please see Nancy Harlow 860-529-4214, 

nharlow@outlook.com 

 

 

The Silent Auction committee is looking for someone with a truck willing to deliver a 

playground to the highest bidder at the auction (see photo of playground). It consists of a 6'x6' 

playhouse,  a 7' high rock wall and a swing set.  Delivery will be from Rocky Hill to a winner in 

the  Wethersfield-Rocky Hill area.  

Please contact Deb Copes (860-729-6541) or Sue Chatfield (860-595-6639) 

if you do have a truck and/or for more information.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

Thank you for your donations! 

  

mailto:smchat999@att.net
mailto:halx@rcn.com
mailto:nharlow@outlook.com
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In recognition of Heritage Sunday, which will be held on 

October 20th; here are some facts about the history of the 

Rocky Hill Congregational Church. 
Submitted by: RHCC Historian: Steve Ware. 

 
1721 Residents of Stepney Parrish approach Wethersfield to give land for the Stepney 

Parrish Church. 

1727 Residents form the Stepney Parrish (which was first called Lexington).  Twenty-five 
year old Rev. Daniel Russel established as first minister, serving for 37 years. 

1727 - 
1808 

Congregation met in their first church building near to today’s Methodist Church. 
(81 years). 

1729 First pews installed. 

1766 Men and women allowed to sit together.  Children sat apart from their parents. 

1794 Calvin Chapin begins his 53 year tenure as Pastor.  He retired in 1845 and died 
March 16, 1850 at the age of 87. 

1808 Current Meeting House built at a cost of $9,000 (which was collected from 
contributions and taxes). 

1817 First references to instrumental music. 

1818 Connecticut established separation of Church and State in its new constitution.  Tax 
revenues could no longer be used to support the Church. 

1835 Bell and clock installed. 

1842 High pulpit replaced by a platform. 

1843 Original steeple taken down due to wind damage. 

1843 The current pews were installed replacing the original squares. 

1843 Rocky Hill granted political autonomy from Wethersfield. 

1848 Connecticut blocked the importation of slaves in 1774, and began a gradual 
emancipation of slaves in 1784 with slavery finally abolished in 1848.  It is unknown 
when RHCC slave loft near the choir room was last used. 

1875 Afternoon services discontinued. 

1921 The building was nearly destroyed by a fire that destroyed business directly behind 
the Church. 

1938 The current pulpit was installed replacing the 1842 platform. 

1948 The first and second floors of the Parrish House were built. 

1953 Third floor of the Parrish House completed. 

1958 Sanctuary renovated. 

1960 521 people attended the 9:30 Easter Service and 279 attended the 11:00am service 
for a total of 800. 

1982 Church building placed on National Register of Historic Places. 

1975 Current Austin Pipe Organ dedicated 

1993 The addition housing the elevator was completed.  The Church could conform to 
handicap access requirements. 

2005 Chapin Hall renovated. 

2009 Open & Affirming Statement adopted. 
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From the Church Office 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – we’re updating our lists. Let us know if you have 

a special milestone coming up. Call or email the church office at: 860-529-4167 

or office@rhccucc.org 

 

Please notify us of any changes to your address, phone number, cell phone number, or email 

account.  

 

If you are dropping off items to donate for the Country Fair, the best time to do so is in the 

morning, 9am-Noon.   

 

Got news?  The submission deadline for the weekly service bulletin and weekly e-mail blast - 

is every Wednesday. The email blast is sent, and the bulletin printed every Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date for: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 

4:00 p.m. Held in the Sanctuary of Rocky Hill Congregational Church with full choir, pipe 

organist, and instrumentalists.  A unique and moving experience!  Reception follows the 

service.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

 
 

CHURCH MOUSE NOVEMBER ISSUE 

Deadline for articles:  Tuesday, October 15 

Mailing date: Monday, October 28. 

 

 
  

mailto:office@rhccucc.org


 12 

 
 

Do you have a great homemade Chili Recipe?  Great because we will be 

holding a CHILI COOKOFF at this year’s Annual Church Fair!!! 

 Enter by texting me at 203-767-1233 Cheryl Hummel 

 Make your Chili for the Fair 

 Share your recipe by bringing copies of same to fair (Optional) 

CAKE AUCTION 

Another oldie coming back is the Cake Auction!!  Do you have a specialty cake, great 

cake decorator or just enjoy baking cakes??  We need at least 3-4 cakes to be auctioned at 

the Fair. 

 Enter by texting me 203-767-1233  Cheryl Hummel 

 Make your Cake for the Fair 

 Share your recipe by bringing copies of same to fair (Optional) 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date!   

Hands On Hartford 50th Anniversary Celebration! 

Thursday, October 24, 2019, 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm. 

 Location: Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 Columbus Blvd., 

Hartford, CT 

 Ticket Prices: $150 (includes drinks and meal). Checks can be mailed to Kate Shafer at 

Hands On Hartford, 55 Bartholomew Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

 Event Highlights: Will feature remarks by local celebrity chef Tyler Anderson, will be 

emceed by Chion Wolf of WNPR fame, with a live auction conducted by our close (and 

very entertaining) friend John Merz, Executive Director of AIDS Connecticut. The 

program will start with a performance by dancers from Spectrum in Motion dance 

company, dedicated to people of color and the American Experience. Event will include 

lives auctions and silent auction prizes. 

If anyone is interested in attending, please have them either contact me at:  

thomascm@gmail.com 860-922-6210, or Kate Shafer, kshafer@handsonhartford.org. 

Thanks, Thomas Kainamura 

 

 

 

  

mailto:thomascm@gmail.com
mailto:kshafer@handsonhartford.org
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scott and Sandy Gau were married on October 12, 1996 

Martin and Jean Sudell were married on October 10, 1964 

Doug and Nancy Robbins were married on October 20, 1956 

 

 
  

4 Stacy Veley 17 Jillian Fulda Maynard 

7 Irene Moore 17 John Molina 

7 Devin Gagnon 18 Mary Dean 

7 Emily Doten 21  Peter (Jay) Alessi 

9 Matt Behlman 22 Max Kainamura 

9 Rebecca-Lee Molina 22 Alexandra Birdsall 

9 Elaine Vicino 23 Rachel Meisterling 

9 Anne Louise Griswold 23 Joshua Bell 

10 Diana Hellyar 24 John Sword 

10 Joseph Malespini 26 Nancy Harlow 

11 Matthew Gagnon 26 Tim Bengston 

12 Katie Hoffman-Fulda 27  Michael Andonucci 

14 Brian Wilcock 28 Jean Goff 

15 Peter Graham 29 Janet Pierson 

16 Lisa Benson 30 James Pickett 

17 Lisa Gilbert 31 Nancy Rolfe 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sunday Morning Worship 
Communion 1st Sunday 

10:00 a.m. with childcare 
 
 
  

                                                                                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Sundays for worship at 10:00 am 

October 6 – Neighbors in Need special offering 

October 20 – Heritage Sunday Celebration 

 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
 

Childcare available 

during worship 

Church School meets 

every Sunday 

All are Welcome  

 

 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

1      
 

7pm Worship Ministry 

7pm Facilities Ministry 

 

7pm Cedar Hollow 

2 
   

 

 

 

7:30pm Choir 

6 
10am Worship 

Communion 

Coffee hour after 

worship 

7  
 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

8    
 
 

7pm Council 

9 
9:00am Breakfast Club 
 

 

7:30pm Choir 

13    
10am Worship 

Coffee hour after 

worship 
Fair set up after 

worship 

14        
OFFICE/LSP CLOSED HOLIDAY 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

15  
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

Fair set-up this week-> 

 

16 

 
Fair set-up this week-> 

 
7:30pm Choir 

20    
10am Worship 

Heritage Sunday! 

Heritage reception 

after worship 
 

21 
 

 

7pm Bonsai Group 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

22 

 
 

3rd Graders Field Trip Visit 

9:30am 

23 
 

 

 

7:30pm Choir 

27   
10am Worship 

Coffee hour after 

worship 

28    
NEWSLETTER  

MAILING 
 

 

7:00pm Women’s AA 

7:30pm Bell Choir 

29     

 

30 
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   2019 
 

 

Neighbors in Need Special 

Offering October 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
We now have an Instagram page!  You can find us at RHCCUCC.  

Please share this info with your loved ones; Instagram can be a great way to let the community 

know what our church is doing.   Be sure to check us out on Facebook and our website for news 

and events!  

RockyHillUCC.org 

 

  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
9:30am Music Together 

 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s AA 

4 
 

 

 

5 
 

 
 

10 
 

 

7pm Son’s of Italy  

7:30pm Men’s AA 

11     LSP closed 

 

 

 

12 
 

17      LSP closed 

Fair set-up -> 

 

 
 

(AA meets at Firehouse) 

18     LSP closed 
Fair set-up -> 
 

 

 

19 

Country Fair! 

9am – 2pm 
  

24 

 
 

 

7:30pm Men’s AA 

 

25 
 

 

26 

 

31 

 

 

 
7:30pm Men’s AA 
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ROCKY HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill CT 06067 

Telephone # 860 529-4167 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME VALUE MAIL 

Mailed September 30, 2019 

 

 

 

Jesus didn’t turn people away.  

 Neither do we. 
The United Church of Christ: 

No matter who you are, 
Or where you are on life’s journey… 

You’re welcome here. 

 

 

 
 

Save the Date!! 

HERITAGE SUNDAY - OCTOBER 20, 2019 

On Sunday, October 20th, we will honor our 50+ year members 

during worship at 10 a.m.  A special reception for all in attendance 

will be held after the service in Chapin Hall, where RHCC historical 

memorabilia will be on display and cake and refreshments will be served. (If you 

are a ‘Heritage Member’ you will soon receive an invitation to a private breakfast 

to be held at 9:15 a.m. in the parlor before Worship.) Join us as we celebrate our 

50-year members, and our long history as RHCC! For more information, contact 

Judy Graham at: 860-502-7446. 
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