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Call to the Budget and Elections Meeting 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 
 

The Budget & Elections Meeting of the Rocky Hill Congregational Church United 
Church of Christ is called for Sunday, May 2, 2021 immediately following worship  
virtually by Zoom (in the sanctuary for non-zoomers) for the following items of 
business: 
 
1) To vote on the 2021-2022 budget as presented by email and mailings.  
 
2) To elect Officers, Ministry members, & Committee members as proposed by the 
Nominating Committee and/or nominated from the floor. 
 
3) To conduct any additional business to come before the congregation. 
 
Respectfully submitted,      
Hilaire Leavitt, Clerk 

 

 

 

The  
Church Mouse 

mailto:Jhagen@rhccucc.org
mailto:office@rhccucc.org
http://www.rockyhillucc.org/
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“From Where I Sit”     

 
 

 I am sitting in the midst of the boxes and piles of stuff related to our recent move to West 

Hartford, listening to an NPR discussion about the continuing search for the origins of life which is 

currently focused on Mars. I am fascinated by the new space rover named Perseverance, which is 

currently carrying out maneuvers on the Red Planet, in concert with it’s mini-helicopter partner, 

Ingenuity. Perfect names, don’t you think? Each has been about to demonstrate amazing technical 

abilities which were created to overcome many, many adaptive problems.  Their activities and findings 

will keep scientists busy for years to come! 

 The story of how Perseverance and Ingenuity were created and sent into space is astonishing in 

itself, and their performance thus far is bringing fresh new information back to JPL/NASA scientists 

located in Pasadena, CA, minutes from where I used to live.  It’s just mind-boggling! Here’s a link with 

more info if you haven’t had a chance to learn about what’s happening: 

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/timeline/landing/  and https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/weather/ 

for the weather on Mars, and https://mars.nasa.gov/technology/helicopter/# for the actual footage of 

Ingenuity in flight!  

 The previous four robotic vehicles or “rovers” to land on Mars were named Sojourner, Spirit, 

Opportunity, and Curiosity. (Great names, right?)  But none of them had a partner stow-away like the 

current rover: little Ingenuity is an incredible, new form of “rover” created to work in partnership with 

its larger robotic partner…Perseverance is a mobile science lab, and Ingenuity is a flying assistant 

who traveled along on the underside of the rover, until they both landed on Mars!   

 When I listen to the engineers and scientists who helped to envision this little machine, I notice 

the very simple, important questions they felt needed to be answered first: Could a small machine fly on 

Mars?  

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/timeline/landing/
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/weather/
https://mars.nasa.gov/technology/helicopter/
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(See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oOB-y_d5aU at 1:56 and 2:01 in the video, for an interview 

with Mimi Aung, Project Manager for Ingenuity.)  The team involved in developing this new way of 

exploring in space began to test their ideas on earth… the process?  

• Can it fly? Mars is a very different atmosphere! 

• Build it on earth and demonstrate capacity (simulation) 

• Build it to fly and survive on its own (autonomously)  

• Send it to Mars to try it out!! (current phase) 

All of these steps have been taken, and at less that 4 pounds, Ingenuity is now dazzling the world. The 

team and Ms. Aung describe this need for “balance” -  between proper weight and the energy to do what 

the mission calls for -  as the central challenge they needed to solve. And they did - and it’s a game-

changer for the future of space exploration and technological understanding. Did you notice anything 

else about the team and it’s leadership? (See https://women.jpl.nasa.gov/ & 

https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/the-women-of-nasas-jet-propulsion-laboratory for more!)  

 I share all of this, as a way to highlight some striking parallels with the process of taking steps 

forward to live into our next opportunities at RHCC: 

➢ The limitations and challenges of the last year are something we have had to explore and 

experiment with: the church building “closed,” Zooming for almost all “in person” connection 

using the internet; increased use of emails and phone calls and texts for discussion and decision-

making, no in-person meetings; the chances to eat and visit together drastically reduced and/or 

absent; loneliness, isolation, almost all health challenges faced alone…I know there are more. And 

we are still learning… 

➢ Finding ways to function as a spiritual community has resulted in a number of adjustments – 

some forced, others chosen. Another way to describe this is some of our new challenges involve 

technical changes (known solutions, problem-solving, logical), others adaptive changes (meaning 

major, unique, unknown changes were required, and outside-the-box thinking essential).  We 

have learned a lot and now, we have begun applying these learnings at a variety of levels, 

including planning for a cautious return to using our building. Hooray! And there are more 

adaptive changes on our horizon. 

As we start sharing some in-the-Sanctuary-together worship, with limited attendance, and an initial 

focus on including those who have not been connected through digital means, we will maintain ZOOM 

access. This means the technical side of the systems in the Sanctuary have had upgrades and additions – 

our Tech team* has been hard at work and we are about to try out some new ways to worshipping 

together with projector, screen, sound enhancements, laptops and video. (Are you still with me!?)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oOB-y_d5aU
https://women.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/the-women-of-nasas-jet-propulsion-laboratory
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 I know, it’s a LOT to juggle and I know there will be bumps and snafus along the way, despite our 

best efforts to prepare and to guide.  This in itself is part of the experiences we need to have to embrace 

our future life as a church.  This is a critical part of the information we must collect to be the church God 

is calling us to be; I hope you will grant your leaders and helpers permission to explore these new areas.  

We will certainly welcome your feedback and your prayers.   Are you still with me?   

 These transitions have been underway for many months now, and the transitions are happening. 

For transformation to occur, we will need to engage these wider questions as a community. Can we 

welcome these new things that God is doing in our midst?  (2 Corinthians 5:16-18) In this time of 

Designated Term ministry can we make decisions together in this search to find the next “balance” for 

“being the church?”  I know we can – with God’s help and some perseverance and ingenuity!    

Pastor Nada 

* The RHCC Tech team is a village includes Dave Hall, Steve Smith, Michael Andonucci, Dave Sageman, 

professional consultants, musicians and members of the Congregational Care Ministry team, Worship Ministry 

team, and The Faith Formation Ministry team and the Re-Opening Committee!  (It takes the CHURCH together!)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Meet MiMi Aung, Flight Engineer,  

Project Manager of the NASA Mars 

helicopter, Ingenuity, with some of her 

team. 

 
https://www.shethepeople.tv/news/who-is-mimi-aung-

the-engineer-behind-nasas-first-helicopter-on-mars/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Swati Mohan, the mission's 

Guidance and Controls Operations Lead. 
 

https://mars.nasa.gov/people/profile/index.cfm?id=22937 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shethepeople.tv/news/who-is-mimi-aung-the-engineer-behind-nasas-first-helicopter-on-mars/
https://www.shethepeople.tv/news/who-is-mimi-aung-the-engineer-behind-nasas-first-helicopter-on-mars/
https://mars.nasa.gov/people/profile/index.cfm?id=22937
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FROM THE MODERATOR & COUNCIL: 
 

Please plan to attend our Budget and Elections meeting right after church on 

Sunday, May 2.  At that meeting we will vote on our budget for the coming fiscal 

year and elect those who have indicated a willingness to serve on our core 

ministries and key committees.  Here’s something new…we will be conducting the 

meeting on Zoom, but are also holding the meeting in the Sanctuary 

simultaneously for a limited number so our ‘non-zoomers’ can attend.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Plant and Baked Goods Sale  
- to be held outdoors on the side lawn; masks are required!  

Saturday, May 8, from 9:00 am to 1:00pm.  
 
Plants include annuals, perennials, vegetables, flowers and 
herbs. Come buy your Mom a beautiful plant and delicious baked 
items for Mother's Day!   
 
Please contact Marsha Hoffman at 860-563-1367 if you are able to 
contribute baked goods.   Thank you for your help! -Ruth Jensen 
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Church World Service Hygiene Kits  Sunday, May 2nd 

 

Sunday, May 2nd at 2:00 we will gather in Chapin Hall, with masks and distancing, to 

assemble hygiene kits for CWS. Please join us! (note change in location, enter through the 

front sanctuary door and join us in Chapin Hall.) 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help with our hygiene kits for Church World Service. Your 

generous donations allowed us to purchase 104 hygiene kits! Please contact Heather 

Collins, heathercollins2004@gmail.com  if you are able to assist with assembling the kits 

on May 2nd at 2:00 or deliver the completed kits to Center Congregational Church in 

Meriden for distribution.  

 

Tens of thousands of hygiene kits are shipped throughout the U.S. and worldwide to 

provide relief and comfort for those affected by famine, natural disasters and epidemics as 

well as to welcome refugees and asylum seekers.  Once we pack and deliver the kits, they 

will be ready for shipment when and where the need is the greatest. 

 

 
 

  

mailto:heathercollins2004@gmail.com
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May Virtual Offering Plate 

Supporting Rocky Hill Food Pantry Garden 

Our May Virtual Offering Plate will go toward the Rocky Hill Food 

Pantry Garden.  Fresh produce from the garden helps to supplement 

the food distributed to those in need in our community.  Contribute 

as you are able using your time, talent or treasure.  Join us and 

volunteer to plant and help maintain the garden throughout the season.  Donations collected 

with go toward supplies needed for the garden and to help support a garden improvement 

project planned by an Eagle Scout from Rocky Hill.  He is currently applying for a 

Sustainable CT Grant and our contributions will help to support his plan to build a compost 

bin and greenhouse. Please contact Heather Collins, HeatherCollins2004@gmail.com if you 

are interested in volunteering- either one time or recurring throughout the season, we would 

love to have you join us! 

To contribute, visit the church website  www.rockyhillucc.org/donate 

Or send a check to: Rocky Hill Congregational Church, 805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, 

CT 06067.  Please indicate May Garden offering on check. 

 

 

 

UCC Strengthen the Church offering May 23rd    

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across 

the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC Conferences and the national 

setting equally and share the gifts given by members and friends through their local 

congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth 

ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you 

build up the Body of Christ.  As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, 

your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop 

the spiritual life in our youth and young adults.  

  

mailto:HeatherCollins2004@gmail.com
http://www.rockyhillucc.org/donate
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Worship Ministry  

 

Hello Everyone. As we are enjoying the renewal of Easter and the blooms of spring, we are 

working together to implement changes in our upcoming services.  Many of you will be 

pleased to hear we have tentatively scheduled a combined Sanctuary Service with Zoom 

(combined in-person and remote via Zoom) for Sunday, May 2nd.  Specifically, that means we 

can have a limited number of parishioners in the Sanctuary and many people online via Zoom.  

We are still in the planning stages (both physically and technically) and expect there may well 

be some unforeseen issues.  That said, we are hoping to use this as a model for our services 

moving forward. 

 

As a follow up to Easter, we continue to invite everyone to come to God in prayer, weaving 

your prayers in with those of our larger community at the Prayer Wall outside our church.  We 

are also looking to move this indoors and will keep everyone updated on next steps.  

 

Other upcoming events include: 

• May 2nd:  Sanctuary Service with Zoom followed by the Budget and Election Meeting 

(no coffee hour afterward). 

• May 9th:  Mother’s Day service via Zoom only with communion at home. 

• May 23rd:  A joint Pentecost service in coordination with other local churches.  Details 

will be provided as soon as they are available. 

• June 13th:  Children’s Sunday. 

 

Michael Andonucci 

michael.andonucci@gmail.com 

860.670.5940 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bell Choir rehearsal – every Wednesday at 

6:30p.m.  Interested in learning more? 

Contact Julie Hagen, Minister for Music at: 

jhagen@rhccucc.org 

 

The worship ministry is looking for 

people to join the new AV team to assist 

with the technological needs of bringing 

online services in unison with in person 

services. No experience necessary! 

Contact Michael Andonucci if interested. 

 

mailto:michael.andonucci@gmail.com
mailto:jhagen@rhccucc.org
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Faith Formation News 
 

Here are three items of interest: 

1. The youth group Rain Barrel fundraiser is on! 

2. All RHCC members are allowed free access to hundreds of digital resources from 

AmplifyMedia.com! 

3. The Faith Formation survey results are in! 

 

1. The youth used to raise funds for mission trips by selling baked potatoes, but that wasn’t 

possible last year, nor was a trip. It’s looking like a trip might still not be possible this year, but 

we’re going to raise funds anyway, thinking positively and getting set for when such opportunities 

open up. I have devised a fundraiser that can be done outdoors with face masks on, and which 

helps the environment and people’s water bills. We will be selling, delivering, and installing rain 

barrels! See the next page in this newsletter for more information. 

 

2. AmplifyMedia.com is a streaming service associated with the Cokesbury Publishing company, 

one of the major religious publishing houses in the U.S. The Faith Formation ministry team has 

started a subscription with AmplifyMedia; our church school videos stream from there. But there 

are videos for all ages and stages of faith and numerous topics to explore. Those of you who are 

familiar with The Great Courses will be delighted to know that all their church history and Bible-

related courses are available from AmplifyMedia at no cost to you! There are tons of other great 

resources from which to choose. One caveat is that Cokesbury was originally with the United 

Methodist Church, so there is a Methodist bent, but the authors and teachers are from all flavors of 

Christianity. If you are interested in accessing AmplifyMedia, let me (Georgette) know. I will give 

you RHCC’s access code, which you can use once you register your email (open an account) with 

AmplifyMedia. 

 

3. A whopping 29 members completed the Faith Formation survey, and the majority (almost 60%) 

said you would like to learn more about the Bible (be still, my heart!). That was closely followed 

by 55% who want to learn more about social justice issues, 54% about church history, 40% about 

environmental issues, and 34% about world history. More than 50% prefer to do this over Zoom, 

while 24% prefer in-person. The vast majority would rather watch and discuss a video than read 

and discuss a book. Sundays after worship was the most popular time, followed by weekday 

evenings. The Faith Formation ministry team is currently evaluating the Great Courses on 

AmplifyMedia as our possible first offerings in response to the survey. Stay tuned. 

 

In other Faith Formation news, Children’s Sunday will be held on June 13. 

Georgette Huie 
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RHCC YOUTH GROUP ~ RAIN BARREL SALE 

Help the planet; help the church youth 

 

RHCC’s youth are raising funds for a future mission trip in a unique and 

environmentally-friendly way: by selling and installing rain barrels! 

 

For just $95, we will deliver and install a 55-gallon rain barrel at your 

home. The barrels themselves have been recycled: they come from the 

food industry and have been used once and only once. They have never 

contained chemicals. The $95 includes everything: materials, labor, and 

transportation. A sample barrel will be on display at the Earth Day Expo. 

 

Here is a detailed description of the barrel: All barrels are once-used 55-gallon, tight-head 

(closed-top) poly drums, made from high quality, food-grade, UV-resistant HDPE plastic. 

 

Contact Georgette Huie for more information  ghuie@rhccucc.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

(Great) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

Congregational Care Ministry: 

 

May is the time for honoring the Great Grandmothers in our church 

family and a donation to Rocky Hill Food Pantry will be made in their 

name. This year, we would like to print the names of the great 

grandchildren if you would like to let us know them. First names are 

enough, email or call the office. Because a flower can not be handed  

in person during the service, we will be delivering one.  

 

Grace Cole    Lois Griswold 

Jeannette Doane   Leona Griswold 

Pat Hughes-Walworth  Janet Kunzelman 

Marge Murk    Mary Smith 

Joan Tennyson   Dot Wenzel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ghuie@rhccucc.org
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Racial Justice Steering Committee 

 

Our Racial Justice Steering Committee is excited about a book project that we have 

underway.  One of the purposes of this project is to provide books to local pre-schools with 

illustrations and stories that help children become aware of and learn about our multi-racial 

society.   We hope to give students appreciation about their own cultural heritage as well as 

those of others.  Books about social justice allow our students insight into what it feels like 

to be a refugee, to encounter racism, or to have to fight against great odds for rights and 

freedoms which others often take for granted.  We are excited to be able to implement this 

project and thank all of you who have supported us by contributing to this via our virtual 

offering plate in February. 

 

As part of this project, we have purchased and will be installing a Little Free Library near 

our Old Main Street entrance. We have requested permission from the Town of Rocky Hill 

to install this Library box along with a bench and some plantings (the bench will be 

donated by the RH rotary club in memory of Neal Cox). We are awaiting final approval but 

feel confident that we will receive it.  We will install the Little Free Library box in May 

with a dedication tentatively scheduled for June 13th.  For those not familiar with the Little 

Free Library, it a free lending library where people are encouraged to take a book and 

replace a book for others to enjoy. The focus of the books in our library will be on social 

and racial justice with a selection of books, including fiction and non-fiction, for pre-

school/elementary-aged children through adults.   

 

Here is a photo of  

the Little Free Library  

we will be installing: 
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And here is how it will be laid out on the Church site:  

 
 

 

 

 

Little Free Library 

Mounted on 

4’ X 4” post 

3 feet off ground 

 

 

 

 

The RJSC will also be hosting another second hour in late May.  More information on the topic 

and the date will be published soon.  As always, we thank you for your participation in our 

second hours and for your support. 

 

 

-Bill & Heather Collins, Deb Copes, Gael Curtin, Chris Kainamura, Liz Pulling, Steve Smith,  

Val Triblets, Nancy Wilcock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 X 4 foot 

bench  

Area is approximately 6 feet 

wide by 10 feet long. Area 

around little library to have low 

flower planting. Entire area to 

be mulched. 
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May Scrip Schedule 

 

Since the start of the pandemic-driven shutdown of the church building, I’ve been 

delivering scrip every two weeks for drive-by pickup behind the church. If you have email 

access, you will continue to receive regular updates in advance of each delivery date. (Let 

me know if you are not receiving these.)  If you do not have access to email, then you 

should call me at 860-561-0182 when you need scrip so that I can prepackage your order 

and confirm the next delivery date. All pickup orders must be communicated to me in 

advance of the delivery date. Payments can be made online, or by check when you pick up 

your order. 

 

Here is the tentative schedule of upcoming scrip delivery dates: 

Saturday, May 8, 1:00-1:15pm 

Saturday, May 22, 1:00-1:15pm 

 

Many retailers also offer e-cards that can be ordered and delivered at any time via email. 

(An e-card is simply a gift card that can be emailed to you, which you can then print on 

paper if needed.) Many of you are already taking advantage of these. Unfortunately, e-cards 

are generally not available for groceries. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have continued to faithfully buy scrip during the pandemic.  

 

Dave Hall, Treasure 

 

 

 

 
Wishing you a beautiful Memorial Day weekend; during which time 

 we remember and honor our country’s brave men and women in 

 the military, as well as the many veterans who have served. 

 

 

  



 14 

 

 

 

HAPPY 

MAY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 
 

2 Jeanne Timrud 15 Mark Pawlich 

2 Liam Flynn 16 Hilaire Leavitt 

3 Cynthia Sweezy 20 Judy Milles 

4 Chris Sheehan 21 Karen Hoffman 

6 Joan Tennyson 21 Emily Grandell 

6 Kit Bachman 21 Megan Grandell 

9 Christine Mullins 22 Louise Butts 

14 Steve Smith 24 Jackson McNally 

14 Randy Pulling 25 Lisa Eleck 

14 Christine Kainamura 28 Don Pagnucco 

14 Bob Furman 28 Stephanie Kelley 

14 Nada Sellers 29 Jim DeGiovanni 

15 Jay Jensen 30 Robin Welch 

    

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

Bill and Janet Pierson, May 4, 1963 

Al and Joan Diaz, May 16, 1964 

Dick and Lynn Webster, May 17, 1969 

Steve and Wendy Ware, May 24, 1975 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
 

We continue our  

worship services on 

zoom 

 

All ministry meetings 

held on zoom unless 

otherwise noted 

 

   
 
 

2      
10:00 a.m. Worship Zoom 

with Sanctuary attendees 

Budget & Elections mtg 

 

Hygiene Kit assembly 2pm 

3 
 

 

7pm Women’s AA 

(Sanctuary) 

4 

 
 

 

5   
 

Church office closed 
 

 

 

9    
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

10am Worship -zoom  

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

10 

 

 
7pm Women’s AA 

11 

 

12 

 

16       
10am Worship-zoom 

 
 

17 
HandsOnHartford  

Soup Kitchen 

 
7pm Women’s AA 

18 19 

23   PENTECOST 

10am Worship-zoom 

 

24 

 

 
7pm Women’s AA 

25 26 

 

 

 

30 
10am Worship-zoom 

 
Nada away-> 

31 
MEMORIAL 

DAY 

 

Office closed 

 

7pm Women’s AA 

  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Communion 1st Sunday 

10:00 a.m. (via Zoom) 
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Calling All Graduates!! 

It’s not too early to be thinking of Baccelaureate Sunday!   

If you are an upcoming graduate (or the parent of a graduate) from high school, 

college, technical program or graduate school, please contact the church office at: 

office@rhccucc.org  860-529-4167 with name of graduate and school/program they 

are graduating from.     

 

  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  1 

6 
 
7pm Council/zoom 

7 
 

 

8 

Plant Sale! 
9a-1pm 
 

1pm – Scrip Pick Up 
 

13   

 

5:30pm Worship 

Ministry/zoom 
 

 

14       
 

Frank Roswell Scholarship 

applications due 

 

 

15 
 

 

20 
 

 

21 

 

22 
 

1pm – Scrip Pick Up 

 

27   
Little Scholars 

Preschool 

Graduation 

28 

 
 

29 

 

 

 

2021 

mailto:office@rhccucc.org
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ROCKY HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill CT 06067 

Telephone # 860 529-4167 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME VALUE MAIL 

Mailed April 28, 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

Jesus didn’t turn people away.  Neither do we. 

The United Church of Christ: 
No matter who you are, 

Or where you are on life’s journey… 

You’re welcome here. 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

Welcome!  If you have been joining us at our online worship services, or keep in touch on 

facebook – we’d love to say hello and get to know you better. If you’d like to learn more about 

our church community; please email us at: nsellers@rhccucc.org and leave your contact 

information, so Pastor Nada or a church leader can get in touch with you. We are an Open and 

Affirming Christian community, actively expressing Jesus’ inclusive embrace of all people. 
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